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The INTRO DU OGT ION. 


Think it not improper to introduce this Diſ- 
courſe with a fhort Account of the moving 
Cauſe of the Controverſy, which was finiſhed in 
3 about fourteen Days after I had the firſt Sight f 
the Doctor's Piece, but was occaſionally laid by, and 
not ſent to the Preſs until the latter end of the thix& __ 
Month, (called Moy) 172. „ ü 
The Ninth of the fourth Month, 1721, the Doctor 
exhibited his Complaint in Writing to the Bench f 
Juſtices in the Borough of Southwark, ſetting forth, 
That one Stephen Hollings and Thomas Cooper had re: 
$tvſed,to pay him a certain Sum of Money for Offer- - 
dies ich upon Examination amounted to 20 d. 
Got Holings, whereof 8 d. was calbd the Clerk's due; 


1 


ald 1c d. of Cooper, 4 d. whereof: to the Clexx, 
which he (the Clerk) generouſly offered to emitz 
for that he would not trouble a Neighbour for ſo f mall 
a Sum: But the Doctor not having generoſity equal ts 
his Clerk's,” purſued his demand ] 
This extraordinary Proceeding (unheard: 71 col 
by any of the Juſtices): for ſo ſmall a Sum againk two 

honeſt induſtrious Men of no large Circumſtances: in 
the World, being like to ariſe to above ewenty+-iold i 7} 
more damage to the poor Men, than the Doctors de- 
mand was, occafioned the two Letters to be ſent him, 
which ke mentions in his th Page; as alſo the fal. 
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Book, containing but one Sheet; and being to be had 
at the Bible in George-Iard, Lombard-Streer, I have 
Choſen rather to let it ſpeak in its own DialeQ, 
than render my ſelf prolix; by following the Doctor's 
Cavils, againſt a thing that is in it ſelf ſo evidencing; 
and therefore ſhould immediately have paſſed to ma 
good what I propoſed in my Title-Page, but that there 


eems to bean irrefiſtable Neceſſity firſt to take ſome 


Notice of the Doctor's Abuſe of the Author, by ſug- 
eſting, That he was a Popiſh Emiſſary, wuo (ſays 
he) transform themſelves into the likeneſs of all Diſſen- 
ters, &c. And from this wild Fancy of his, treats him 
as ſuch, from the beginning to the end of his Pamphlet, 
never uſing any proper means to be better inform'd, 
until he had printed his Book, and carrying it himſelf 
to preſent to one of the aforeſaid Quakers, viz. Thomas 
Cooper; ask'd his Wiſe (the Husband not being at 
Home) whether ſhe knew who wrote the Plea, and 
what he was, Ce. Thus at all Adventures reviles 
firſt and prints it, and then enquires: I ſhall therefore 
apply the Words of our Saviour juſtly in this Caſe, 
Viz. * Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, and 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſiy for my ſake. 
Re joyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward. 
in Heaven: For ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which 
were before os. 8 . EY 
To clear the Author of the Plea, (or of The Account 
of Tithes, as it is really entituled) from that falſe Sug- 
eſtion of his being a Popiſh Emiſſary, &c. I refer my 
Reader to the Hiſtory of his Lite, printed in the Lear 
1714, by the 4 of J. Sowle in George-Tard, Lom- 
. bard-ſtreer. His Name was Thomas Elirood. 1 knew 
him very well for many Years before he dyed. By 
the printed Account I find he was born in the Year 
1639, at Crowell in Oxfordſhire, was educated at a 
Free-School in Thame in the ſame County, where I find 
$ he 
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(5) 
he was only entered upon learning Greek when he was 
taken away, nor do I underſtand he ever went to any 
other School ; but ſoon after became convinced of the 
Truth as profeſſed by the People called ®Duakers;, and 
a faithful Member of Chriſt's Church Militant he 
proved, pan f various Scenes of deep Tryals and 
Sufferings until his Death, which was the firſt of the 
third Month, 1713. But becauſe his Stile and Mode 
of Writing appears ſomewhat more like a Scholar than 
ſome of our Friends write, Ergo he muſt be a Popiſh 
Emiſſary. But the Doctor needed not to have bee 
ſurprized at this, if he had conſidered what the Apoltl- 
Paul ſays to the Corinthians, * For 5 ſee your calling 
Brethren, how that not many wiſe Men after the fleſhy 
nor many mighty, nor many noble are called. 


Not many wiſe, leaves room to believe there were 
ſome ſuch that had yielded themſelves up to the 
Heavenly Call, contrary to the uſual Choice of the 
Wiſe and the Learned of this World, who like not to 
become Fools for Chriſt's ſake, and to put themſelves 
out of the Way of Preferments in the World, into the 
+ Road of Reproaches and Perſecutions, Oc. But ſome 

| there were and are; of which Number was our deat 
and worthy Friend Thomas Elwood, as may be at large 
17 in the afore- mentioned printed Hiſtory of his 
And as to the two Letters the Doctor mentions 
Page 4, to have been his Motive to anſwer the Plea; 
one of them was ſent him by Thomas Cooper, and is as 
follows, viz. „ W 


; William 
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5 
William Taſwell, 


Js through thy means T was cauſed to leave - my Bu- 
** ſincfs to my detriment, and appear before the Fuſtices, 
Jo I perceive thou continues this Proſecution in order to 
make diftreſs, the which if thon obtaineſt, and doſt ex- 
ecute, it will cauſe me to ſuſtuin conſiderable Damage. 


I ſhould be loath to ſtrain ſo far with any of my Debrors 


for ſuch a ſmall' Sum, though they have detained my 


 Inwful Due for ſeveral Nears : But it will yer admit of 


a Debate, whether any thing be due to thee, or no. Con- 
Fler from what Principle this proceeds ; Whether from 
Charity? without which we "cannot pleaſe God: Or yet 
from that Faith that works by love. I — Almighty 
zoill ſuſtain me under all ſuch Tryals, I chooſing rather 
joyful ro ſuffer,, than miſerably io wrong my Conſcience 
in that wherein am ſo well perſwaded. Bt pleaſed to 

eruſe a ſmall Treatiſe delrocred with this, from thy 
ee 
gf the 5th Tho. Cooper. 
Month, 1721. er tr „ SELL 


Pray obſerve whether any thing in this Letter a- 


mounts, To require him either to deſiſt from de- 
* manding Tithes for the future, or elſe to diſprove 


* the Arguments contained in the P. As to the 
other Letter, which he ſays was ſent him by an un- 
known. Perſon, was ſent him by my ſelf, and ſubſcribed 
with my Name at length; and afterwards ſpeaking 
with him on my Friend's Account to incline him to 
Moderation, I told him occafionally my Name, and 
that I ſent him that Letter ; ſo that I fee no room for 
him to ſay, it was from an unknown Perſon. I have 
by ſome means loſt my Copy, elſe it ſhould have been 
inſerted, whereby it would be ſeen, how much he miſ- 
repreſents the Contents of that alſo z nor can I paſs on 
| hs . to 


© 5 

to the Subjekts! in debate, unril I expoſe another Train 
of Miſtepreſentations of Facts. 

In his very firſt Entrance, Page 1. vis. That the = 
© fame Act of Parliament that granted the Quakers 
Fr „the Priviledge of having their ſolemn Auen | 
© paſs for an Oath; required them to pay Tithes, and 
— many of them comply d with the Act by pay- 
ing theit Tithes and” Offerings ; and many more, 
— in all Probability, would . follow'd their Ex- | 
* ample; had it not been for ſome Popiſh+Emiffaries, | 


* Een ” The Act for the Quakers folemy Aﬀirmation | 


required no ſuch tlling as the Payment of Tithes, only | 
un _ Claimers There? 2 Priviledge to recover 
them by complaint before the Juſtices, as being a way 
'the lea — . — and chargeable to both Parties ; y 
but that many of the Quakers did the eupon co 
with the Act by paying Tithes and Offerings, thar 1 4 
deny, „ Yet (ſays he) many more, in all Probabi ity, 
* would haue followd their Example, had it por been 
“ for Popiſh' Emiſſaries.” Herein alſo he is «rbſly 1 
abuſive. If before he fills five ſmall Pages, he Soles. | 
rains his Reader with ſo many palpable ernie „What 1 
may we expect from his whole Performance? Or what | 
Credit can an impartial Reader give ro his Story 5 4 
ige 48, 49. vrhich is as follows: 
About the End of the Year 1654, whit we had 
broke up at Weſtminſter, where I was then a School - 
Boy: I went to Greenwich, where my Father had a 
2 „ Country-houle. While I was there, a French Mer- 
* chant came to viſit my Father, who was of the ſame 
< Profeflion, After they had talked together a little 
“ about France, the Gentleman told my Father, that 
* ſhortly after the Beheading of King Charles the Firſt, 
de went over into France; and that, during his Stay 
there, he was ſeveral times attacked by a Popiſh Prieſt, 
who would have perſwaded him to change his Reli- 
5 gion. The Prieſt urged that there was no Salvation 
to be had, but in the Catholick Church: That the 
5 + Church of England, (which alone had the ADAIR 


242 5 A + 1 of | 


- 


(3) = 
4 of a Church) was down: And that when 'twas ſtand- 


ing. twas a Building but of late Erection; begun by 
King Henry the VIII. merely upon a Pique between 


* him and the Pope, not upon any religious Account; 
„ which, by the Ys 


is the ſame Argument that is 

© made uſe of in your Qu ere Plea,  _ 
« had no mind, ſaid the Gentleman, either to 

change my Religion, or to enter into any Diſpute 


< with him upon that Subject; and therefore made the 


* more haſte to return home, that I might be rid of 
his Importunity. | | 
„When I came into England, I found Swarms of 


A SeQtaries, riſing out of the Ruins of the Church of 
« England, like Inſedts out of a dead Carcaſs. Among 


the reſt, the Sect of Quaſters was then in Embryo, not 


* quite hatched. I was of Opinion, that 'twas requi- 
4 ſite for me to join my ſelf with ſome Congregation ; 


© but was in ſuſpenſe which of them I ſhould go to. 


4 Atlaſt I was told that in ſuch a Place there was a 
very heavenly, Man, that preached by the Spirit, and 


© ſtrangely captivated all his Hearers. I had the Cu- 


< riolity to go and hear him. As ſoon as I caſt my Eye 


upon him, I thought I had ſeen that Man, and had 


been in his Company ſomewhere; but I could not tell 


K where. He deliverd himſelf with a great deal of 


Zeal and Earneſtneſs; and talked with much Fervency 
about the In-dwellings of the Spirit: He inveigh'd 
* bitterly againſt the Pope. And pretending to be a 
lain undeſigning Man, of no Reach, he let fall this 


85 Expreſſion avus ſum, non Oedipus. 

FThen the Gentleman, turning to me, ſaid, do you 
| © underſtand that, Child? I told him I had lately lear- 
ned it in Terence. The Gentleman then went on, and 
( faid, upon this I fixed my Eye upon him again, and 


2 preſently call'd ro mind who he was. 
When he was come down from preaching, I took 


him aſide, and call'd him by his Name. He was 


„ ſtartled, and ſeem'd to be ſurprized; but ſaid, Sir, 


& you are miſtaken, that is not my Name. Then I ſaid, 
T 8 — 5 5 6 


£ Sit, 


carry him before a Magiſtrate, Upon this he own'd 


( 9) 


C Sir, did not I ſee you in France? and did not yo 


« there uſe ſome Arguments to bring me over to the 
© Church of Rome? He denied that he had ever ſeen 


t me there. Then I told him, I had no Deſign to be- 


« tray him, nor to bring him into Trouble: But if he 
perſiſted in his Denial of what I knew to be true, I 
< would preſently charge a Conſtable with him, and 


the whole Matter, and ſaid, what he did was in Obe- 


« dience to his Superiors; who had ſent him to preach 


Noa up Quaſteriſin in England. » W 
ere is 2 fulſome School-boy Story printed by a 
Doctor of Divinity, without Names of the Gentle 


man, or of the Prieſt, or of the Place where he preach- 
ed, ſo that we are left without Opportunity of tracing 


this Report. The Doctor ſays he was a School-boy 
then, and if it be true that he heard any one talk to 


that Purpoſe, there is no A upon the Circum- 


ſtances of his Account at ſuch a diſtance of Time; 


and eſpecially conſidering his great Propenſity to Mis- 
ſtate, (to ſay no worſe of him) and partially to ſuggeſt 


Facts againſt the Quakers : ſo that while he is working 
and pleading ſo hard for his Tithes and Offerings, he 

apparently negleQs the weightier Matters of the Law: 
* Thou ſhalt not raiſe (or receive, ſays the Margent) 4 
falſe report + put not thine band with the "wicked to be 
an unrighteous Witneſs. For I beard the defaming 0 
many, fear on every ſide ; Report, ſay they, and we wt 


report it. But obſerve the end of ſuch Practice: + But 


the Lord (ſays Jeremiah) is with me as a mighty terrible 


| one: therefore my Fer ſecutors ſhall ſtumble, and they ſhall | 


not prevail, they ſhall be greatly aſhamed, for they ſhal 


not proſper : ir everlaſting confuſion ſhall never be 

forgotten. T have heard ſuch Suggeſtions and Reports 
formerly by the Vulgar, that Jeſuits had been Wont to 

preach among the Q,: 1 have profeſls'd my ſelf 


Erol. 23. 1 f Fer. 20. 10, 11, 


R. BiH? 


 Jo- 

to be of that People above thirty Years, have had very 
open and free Converſation with their Elders, could 
never underſtand that ever any one appedr'd among 


them, that they had reaſon to ſuſpect to be 2 _ 
uch 


Prieſt or Jeſuit: 3\ and Jam very ſure there is no 

Perſon can paſſibly | impoſe upon us in that kind, by 
zeaſon of gur Diſcipline long eſtabliſned among us. I 
with the Church of Englaud be but as ſafe from Popiſh 
Impoſtors getting into their Pulpits. I ſtand amaz'd 
ro think chat apy moral Man, eſpecially a Leader and 
Teacher of the People, can ad ſo void of Truth and 


good Confſtience towards his Neighbour, as to beſpatter 


aud abuſe any one (even the worſt of Enemies) as he 
has done the Rxekers in this ſmall Pamphlet. 
Bee the zech, ſays he, And yet - Quakers be- 
# Beve him (the Hea writer) with fuch an implicit 
Faith, that one of them ſaitt, Convince me that there 
© is an Act of; Parliament for the Payment of Tithes 
* and Offerings, and I will pay them. 
I never heard of any; £uaker ſo ignorant, as not to 
know that your Claim was built upon Acts of Parlia- 
ment, upon human Laus and Authorities, and not 
Den Die Right. zii 
: Page 31 and 32, are theſe Words, 4 I knew a 2naker 
te that uſed to ſet a little Boy with a ſhort Sithe to 
* mow every tenth. Swath. e ſhocked his Wheat by 
ten Sheayes in a Shock; and made every tenth Sheaf 
© no. thicker than his Arm; whereas each of the other 
nine was thicker than us BOdy. And whereas the 
Tithe of ſome Corn was ſet out by Pacing; every 
Stride that he tœok for himſelf, was above a Yard ; 
but he could not ſtride. above 2 Foot for the Parſon. 
If. the Parſon would take his Tithe as thus laid out, 
7 the Quaſar's Conſcience would complytwith paying 
i t otherwiſe. de 

k would have been but fair for him tochave named 
this Quaſter, and where he lived, ſince he ſays he knew 
him; that we might have inquired whether any of 
thar an Servants or Neighbours knew ought of this 


: * 


| ( nn ) | 

Story. It might have been eaſy for him alſd to have 
told us, who the other Qualer was, who knew not that 
there was an Act of Parliament for che Payment of 
Tithes. But Works' of Darkneſs hate tbe. Light;"leff 
they ſhould be reproved thereby. We need not wondet 
to ſee a frothy, looſe; reviling, foulanoutt'd People, 
when their Paſtors furniſh them ſo liherally with fuck 
Matter and Example. But the ninth* Commandment 
will rife * N - him; Thon ſhalt not 
bear falſe Wiraeſs againſt thy Neighbour. 

Lam tired with this ſort of Work, and wiſh the 
Doctor had not made it neceſſary. 1 haſte i now to à 
more material Province, vzz. to collect the Doctors 
chief Arguments and Objections, which are ſcattered 
about his Work, into four Heads; and having ſer thoſe 
Subjects in à clear Light, huve, in conſequence, an- 

ſwered his Obſections fully. 
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TY the Diſpenſation of Moſes, there was. a lineal 
1 Succeſſion of Prieſthood of the Tribe of Levi, and 
the People tere to receive the Law from the Prieſts 
Mouth, and the Prieſts Lips were to preſerve Know- 
ledge But God finding fault with the firſt Covenant, 
by reaſon of the Weakneſs and Imperfection thereof, 
Which conſiſting in Meats and Drinks, and divers Waſhs 
ings, and carnal Ordinances impoſed on them until the | 

time of Reformation, could not make him (the Prieſt) 
that did the ſervice, perfect as pertaining to the Conſci- 
ence. Much leſs could thoſe external and ſhadowy | 
3 5 | op Things || 


— 
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(12) 
Things make the comers thereunto gore: He therefore 
eſtabliſhed a New one: In that he faith, 2 zewCovenant 
be bath made the firſt old. Now that whieh decayeth an 
waxeth old, is ready to vaniſh away: * As moſt cer- 
tainly did the Miniſtration of the Law with its Prieſt- 
hood, Ceremonial Rites, and Ordinances, and every 
thing appertaining thereunto ; and that Prieſthood be- 
ing ordained that they might offer Gifts and Sacrifices 
«x70 God for ſin; it ſeemed meet to the moſt High in 
his infinite Wiſdom, to diſſolve that. Priefthood that 
was taken from amongſt Men, in order to give way to 
| theeverlaſting Prieſthood of Chriſt Jeſus, Who conti- 
i - 2wing ever, bath an unchangeable Prieſthood, ſeeing be 
| ever liuetb to make Interceſſion for bis People. The 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews is ſo full and plain upon this 
Subject, that I ſind no occaſion to dwell long uponir. 
The great Queſtion now remaining is, What Order of 
Men Chriſt Jeſus has appointed in his Church to carry 
on his Work in a decent and orderly Manner. For God 
& ot th? Author of Confuſion but of Peace, as in alt the 
Churches of the Saints. || The great Miſtake that the 
Powers of the Earth have made in eſtabliſhing National 
$ Priefthoods and Churches, each according to their own 
Erna Inventions to ſupport their ſeeulur Intereſts, has 
deen an unſpeakable let to the Progreſs of true Goſpel 
S# Miniſtry, and of that ſpiritual Worſhip which Chriſt 
came to ſet up in his Houſe. If National Powers had 
dut Faith enough to believe, That Chriſt, who is King, 
 Priefl, and Frophet in his Church throughaut all the 
| Kingdoms of the World, would himſelt, by the ſe- 
ctet and effectual Influences of his Spirit, raiſe up 
every needſul Officer, Apoſiles, Prophets, Evangeiiſts, 
| Paſtors and Teachers, now as in the Primitive Time, 


for'the perfecting FA the Saints, for the work of the Mi- 
ift : 
Wade my ſelf, they would ſee the good 


aiſtry, for the edifying of the Body of + oo 
ects O it 3 
in 
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(13) 
in that the Looſeneſs and Immorality ſo viſible, and ſu 
much complained of in this Nation and Nations a- 
broad, would be diſcountenanced, and the true Spirit 
and Liſe of Religion would prevail more: But if the 
old Proverb be true, Le Prie ſt liłe Propie, we can-—- 
not expect to ſee the People thrive in the Vertue of 
Religion, while worldly Powers ſet up a worldly Prieſt- 
hood, whoſe Qualifications are a little worldly Litera- 
ture, and whoſe main Views ate generally worldly In- 
tereſt and Preferment. The Prophet Jeremiab com- 
plains in the Word of the Lord, * Therefore behold, 
1am againſt the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, that ſteal my 
word every one from his neighbour. Behold I am againſt 
the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, that uſe their tongues, 
and ſay: He ſaith. Behold I am againſt them that 
propbeſie falſe dreams, ſaith the Lord, and do tell them, 
, cauſe my people to err by their lies, and by their 
lightneſs, yer I ſent them not, nor commanded them: 
therefore they ſhall not profit this People at all, ſaith the | 
Lord. Jobn the Divine ſaw in the Viſion of the Lord, 
when he was baniſhed into the Iſle of Patmos for the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus, That the Time ſhould come, toben 
the Merchants of Babylon ſhould — ond mourn, be» 
cauſe no Man buyeth their Merchandiſe any more. He 
alſo tells us, That Babylon; of the wine of the wrath of 
whoſe Fornication all Nations of the Earth have drank; 
and with whom the Kings of the Eurth have commitred + 
 Fornication, ſhould be caſt into the Sea like a great Mil- 
| four, and ſhould be found no more at all. When the 
ings and Great Ones of the Earth ſet up National 
Churches, and heap up Profits and Preferments upon 
them, and incompaſs them with Hedges and'Fences a- 
bout on every hand, the People of the Nations are like 
to drink of the wine of her Fornication; to be prejus 
diced and ſhut up againſt the Labours and Teftimonies 
of Chriſt's Servants, who have no ſiniſtet Views, no 
$4 310 | Ends 
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Ends to ſerve ; but to promote the Honour of God; 
and Religion in the Lite and Vertue of it. The true 
Prophets of God generally in all. Ages, as well as Chriſt 
himſelf, and his Apoſtles and Servants, have teſtified 
againſt National Corruptions and Prieſthoods, who 
nurſe up Babel, for in her, may be truly, ſaid (with St. 
John) was found the blood of the Prophets and Saints, 
and all that were ſlain upon the Earth. And when Po- 
tentates have ſet her up on high, and given her Power 
and Opportunity to tread down and waſte the Tribu- 
lated and Afflicted Flocks of God, Oh then! how hath 
ſhe triumpbed? How hath ſhe flattered and'fawn'd upon 
ſuch; with that Prophecy of 1/arah, viz. Kings ſhall be 
thy nurfing Fathers, Queens thy nurſing Mothers? 
But when they become ſo indeed to all God's Children 
without diſtinction, as, bleſſed be the moſt High, we 
have had in this Nation as well as others, ſome dawn- 
ings of it of late Years; How hath Sufpitions firſt, 
and then Rage and Fury boiled up in the Merchants of 
Babylon? And how have they moved her Children to 
be 2s the troubled Sea, caſting up Mire and Dirt round 
about them. T 1 
Now as to the Qualification and Call of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt's Church, He that is a fit Veſſel for the Service 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Work of the Miniſtry. 
eſpecially; muſt of neceſſity have witneſſed in himſelf 
the Grace or Spirit of God to effect in him the Work 
0 f neration; For Whar Concord bath Chrift with 
Belial? And what Communion hath Light with Darks 
neſs ? Or what Agreement hath the Temple of God with + 
Idols? So that he that [ſpeaks in the Name of the 
Lord to the People, muſt be Enlightened with his Grace, 
and have taſted” of the heavenly Gift, and of the good 
Word of God, an oſfcube Powers of the World to come; 
and haue been made Puntaſters of the Holy Ghoſt.* And 
as the Apoſtle Peter has it, Partakers of the. Divine 
(P20 | Nature, 
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Nature, biving eſcaped the Corruptions that are intbe.. 
World through. Luſt. Now theſe heavenly Attainments 


are not ſpoken of to Miniſters only, but to every real 
Member of Chriſt's Body, who are ſaid to be Members 
of his Body, of his Fleſp, and of his Bone. And every 


one of theſe Members without diſtinction or enception, 
ſtand in an open and! fair Capacity to be Paſtors. or 
Teachers, or any other kind of Servants in Chriſts 


Churches: And if they find it their Duty to act in an 
Service for God; and the Elders of the Church (hav- 
ing taſted of their Gifts) do approve of them, Who 
ſhould forbid theſe ? Every one of them ſhould be 
faithful to God according to the Meaſure of his Gift. 
 TVhether Prophecy,: let tbem Prapbeſy, according to the 
Proportion f Faith; or Aliniſtry, let them wait on their. 
Miniſtry ; or Teaching, on Traching ; or he that Exhor- 


teth, on Exbortation.* For God's Spirit is not to 1e 


que nched, nor is Prophiſ uo be deſpiſed. We are to 
daſire 8 Hut rather that we may Prophbeſyl 
Who knows which Inſtrument God ſhall be pleaſed to 

Chooſe? He ſeth not as Man ſeeth; He looheth nut off 
his Countenatice, nor on the Height of bis Stature; fot 
the Lord looketh on the Heart. The Wind iblowethy 


where it liſteth; thou canſt not tell whence it cometh, 


or whither it goeth; / is every one that is lorn Mule 
Spirit. Shall a Man ſay, I will make this my Son a 
Miniſter? He is a ſharp, apt Boy, and therefore he 
muſt be ſent to the Grammar -School fitſt; Thare in- 


deed (as the ingenious Lock ſays) they lenmm 10 berpert 
and fortrard betimes in the luile Waggeries or :Cheats | 


Prat iſed among Schookboys, and ſometimes; to at. 
Orchard. However having learnt a little Latin and 


Greek, away they are poſted to one of the famous 
Univetſities, and there they make furthet Wann 


in the forefaid Arts, and perhaps? haye hn addition 


ſome School Acquirements: And thus! equip'd; de 


retum 
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„ RP | 
return to receive human Ordination, in all Probability 
very frequently without much (if any) Work of Re- 
generition,” or Alteration on their Hearts: And theſe 
are to be the Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus.” Whom the 
Tongues qualified, their Father choſe, and the Biſhop 
ed, theſe mult be ſet up to exerciſe the Spiri- 


| tual, Heavenly, and Divine Functions of Chiiſt's 
Church, and they only muſt 


be permitted to Propheſy or 
Preach. Whereas in Truth, human Learning I, no 
neceſſary Ingredient in the Qualification of a Miniſter, 
but is for the moſt part a great Let; by reaſon ſuch 
who have it, are apt to lean too much upon it, to 
make it their Idol, or Oracle to inſtruct them in the 
— 5 of God. For human Arts and Sciences have 
ſerved in all Ages and Countries to amuſe the People, 


to gain their Veneration and Money. Witneſs the Ma- 


icians, Wiſemen and Sorcerers of Egypt; the Magi- 
. Aſtrologers and Soothſayers be: Babylon To 


Wiſe and Learned Calleans; the great Rabbies, Scribes, 


and Phariſees among the Fews; the Jeſuits, Fryars and 
Monks among the Papiſts ; the. learned Maſters of 
Arts, the Batchellors and Doctors of Divinity among 
the ſeveral Denominations of Proteſtants. Whereas 
the World by Wiſdom knew not God, nor ever will. The 
natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God : for they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can be 
Anow them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. * It 
is thoſe therefore that are born again, and no other 
are fit for the Miniſtty, or for any other Service in 
Chiiſt's Church; ſuch being really true Members of 
his Body, are in general ſaid to be A choſen Generation, 
a peculiar People, a ſpiritual” Houſe, an holy Prieſthood, 
t offer up 77 iritual Sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jeſus chr That is, they are in a fit Capacity to 
er up their Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſgiving unto 
God through Jeſus Chriſt; as alſo to officiate in a 
f | Chriſtian 
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(17) oe 
Chriſtian Services that God may require of them: 
Thus (as the Apoſtle Paul ſays) * Every one. of y 
hath a Pſalm, hath a Doctrine, bath a Tongue, hath a 
Revelation, hath an Interpretation: Let all things be 


done to Edification— If any thing be revealed to bim 


that fitteth by, let the firſt hold his Peace : For ye may 
all propheſy one by one, that all may learn and all may 
be comforted. F , 
This does not ſuit Hirelings, 1 monopolize 

theſe Gifts to a worldly Order of Men; and therefore 
to explode this Apoſtolick Order and Liberty of Pro- 
pheſying, they plead the great Diſorder and Confuſion 
it — produce, beſides Nonſence and weak Babble, 
As to Confuſion or Diſorder, How much of it do 


they ſee appearing among us? When do they ſec ons 


obſtructing or interfering with another? Although 
this Chriſtian Liberty is allowed ; we may have ſome- 
times weak Matter offered among us, but if it be not 
falſe or unſound, Chriſtian Charity and Patience will 

ive Eaſe-in that Caſe, provided they do not inlarge 

yond their ſmall Gift and Artainment : For we well 
know that there are ſeveral States and Degrees of 
Growth in the inward Stature, as well as in the out- 
ward: We gladly hear the Pratlings of Children; and 
in riper Lears we are ſenſible there is a Growing in 
Grace, and an Improvement of thoſe Talents which 
are given according to People's ſeveral Abilities. As 
we ſee in the Parable of a certain Lord, || That called 
bis Servants together, and gave them Talents to improve 
according to their ſeveral Abilities ; To one five, to ano- 
ther 1wo, to the other one: And when the Lord found 
him that bad but two. Talems faithful in his Improve- 
ment of them, he had the ſame happy Sentence and Re- 
ward with him that „ his five. But we are 
not without Care as well as Tenderneſs, in the Ap- 
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proving of our Miniſters, and of ſuch who may have 
a Word of Doctrine or Exhortation among us, that all 
things may be done in Order. | 

And as to Women's Preaching, I ſee nothing in Rea- 

fon or Scripture to hinder, if they are ſober Minded 
and Godly, as alſo gifted and called to the Work: For 
they are of the ſame Species with Men ; they have a 
Soul and intellectual Faculties, as have Men; and are 
therefore fitted to receive the Impreſſions of God's Spi- 
rit, as well as Men: And certainly they have been 
known to have had ardent Defires tor the Honour of 
God, and Salvation of Mankind. The Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtaments do abound in Inſtances of 

the Wiſdom and Power of God appearing in their Sex. 
We read of Miriam the Siſter of Aaron, who was a2 
Propheteſs; ſhe ſung a divine Song, and all the Women 

- with her, to celebrate God's Deliverance of the Chil- 

dren of I/rae! from Pharaoh's Hoſt. * 
Huldab was 2 Propheteſs,dwelt in the College, (which 
is faid to be a Place of Doctrine, ) where they treated 
about the Scriptures and the Doctrine of the Prophets; 
thither went H:/&;ahb the High Prieft, Shaphaz the 
Scribe, and others, to commune with her, and to inquire 

| of her concerning the Mind of God relating to the Book 

| that was found. | . 

| Deborah was alſo an eminent Propheteſs, to whom 

the Iſraslites went for Judgment . She directed the 

Way and Means of their Deliverance aſter twenty Vears 

{ore Oppreſſion under 7abin King of Canaan. ” 
But if we reſpect this Goſpel Diſpenſation, it was 4 

time wherein the Lord promiſed to Pour out his Spirit 

upon all Fleſh, Sons and Daughters, Servants and Hand- 

maids, and they were to Prophefy. See Joel ii. 28. com- 

par'd with As ii. 17. According to this Promiſe we 

find one hundred and twenty Men and Women being 

met together at 7Zeruſalem, The Holy Ghoſt far upon 
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each of them, and, ſavs the Text, * They were al fts | | 


can never be ſuppoſed to ſubvert the Order of Things, 


And in that Caſe, ſome pratling forward Women pro- 
this Practice has been ſeen, and is, I doubt not, ftill 


heard there, but did not OR they were to oft + 


in the Church at all: For in the two foregoing Verſes, 


And thence the Apoſtle proceeds to adviſe them that 


C103 
led with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake with Tongues: as be 
Spirit gave them Utterance. The holy Apoſtle Pau! | 


in difallowing this great Goſpel Promiſe, when he ſaid, 
Let your Women keep filence in the Churches, for it 18 
not permitted nnto them to ſpeak,— And if they will |} 
learn any thing, let them aſe their Huſbands at homel\. 

The foregoing Verſes direct the Manner of exercifing 
ſpiritual Gifts, when the Church were come together. 


bably might be whiſpering to ſuch as ſat by, in 4. 
way of Approving and Applauding what was ſaid that - 
pleaſed them, and ſometimes the contrary ; and other 
while aſking Queſtions concerning what they heard, to 
the Diſturbance of the Congregation : Something of 


in ſome Congregations. Such the Apoſtle ſeems: to 
aim at, commanding them to be ſilent and not to ſpeak 
and if they wanted Information about any thing; thev 


their Huſbands at home. And Ialfo allow the Doctrine 
of the Apoſtle to Timothy, That the Woman (or Wife) 
is not to teach, nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, 
(or Huſband) but can't allow that this is relative to 
Propheſying in any ſenſe. But this Text ſeems to be cal- 
culated for Advice to Women, in Relation to their Con- 
verſation in the World, and not to reſpect Tranſactions 


thev are adviſed to adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparel, 
with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobricty, not with bordered 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly aray, but (which be- 
cometh Women profeſſing Godlineſs) with good works. 


they ſhould not be loquacious, nor undertake to teach 
or uſurp Authority over the Men: But what is this to 
. „ 1 | godly 
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godly Women that have received the Word of Pro- 


hecy. 
: Before I proceed, I would obſerve that mpopiſive to 
propheſy, is almoſt every where in the New Teſtament 
uſed to ſignify Preaching or Expounding : Propheſying, 


in the literal Etymology of the Word, is a foretelling 


future Events: If we take it in that Senſe, it is appa- 
rent, that Women had a larger Degree than ordinary 
of God's Spirit to make them Propheteſſes of thas 
ſort : But it being generally uſed throughout the New 
Teſtament to fignity Preaching or Expounding, I deſire 
I may be underſtood to mention it in that Senſe , tho? 
J would not exclude Women no more than Men, from 
Propheſying in the other Senſe of the Word, if God 
zequires it of them: Bur that I own to be extraordi- 
mary in theſe Days, and great Caution to be uſed in it. 
To return then to the Defence of Womens Preaching, 
ler it be noted, the Apoſtle never forbad Womens Pro- 
pheſying ; for he ſays, it is not permitted for Women 
aeady, to ſpeak, viz. to talk and ask Queſtions ; but 
he never forbad them mperrwe, to Propheſy, or Preach, 
or Expound ; but on the contrary gives Direction in 


the very ſame Epiſtle to the Corinthians, how a Wo- 


man is to appear when ſhe prayeth or propheſieth, viz. 
Every Woman that prayeth or propheſieth with her 
head uncovered, difhonoureth her Head. The Diſtin- 


ction is ſo plain, that I need not infiſt longer upon it; 


only would have it noted, that the fame Apoſtle in- 
treats, That thoſe Women which laboured with him in the 
Goſpel, with Clement alſo, might be helped. I con- 
mend unto you Phebe our Siſter, which 3s a Servant of 
the Church which is at Cenchrea, that ye receive her in 


the Lord as becometh Saints, and that ye aſſiſt her in 


what ſocver buſineſs ſhe hath need of 2 Salute Try- 
Lord |. Theſe 
Labours in the Goſpel, and Labours in the Lord, that 


theſe 
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theſe good Women were exerciſed in, and whom the 
Apoſtle ſo tenderly ſalutes and recommends to the 
Care of the Brethren, muſt jurely denote ſome te- 
markable Goſpel Services, and I ſee nothing to oppoſe 
it in that Senſe of Propheſying and Inſtructing, as well 
as any other Labour. But if there be any ſuch godly 
Women now a-days, Seducers and Evj! men, thar were 
to come in the laſt Days, are ready rd ſtifle ſuch good 
| Inclinations in them; and inſtead of that, being (as 


the Apoſtle Pau! ſays to Timothy) lovers of their own 


ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, fierce, deſpiſers of 
them that are good. |; 
denying the Power thereof. Of this ſort are they which 
creep into Houſes, and lead captive filly Women laden 
with ſin, led away with divers Luſts, ever learning and 


never able to come to the opts of the Truth. Now © 
as Fannes and Fambres withſlood Moſes, ſo do theſe re- 


ſiſt the Truth x. Let the Doctor and his Brethren ex- 
amine themſelves, whether they be not really theſe 
ſelf-ſeeking and covetous Perſons, ſince they can put 
their honeſt Neighbours, that cannot put into their 
Mouths, to 20s. ſometimes to 20 J. Damage, and 
ſometimes to bodily Impriſonment at a great 
from their tender Families, rather than forego a Trifle 
of their diſputable Demands, when few Tradeſmen 
will be ſo cruel for double the Value, in Caſes of a juſt 
and unconteſtable Debt. Fr Wy: 

Whether they be not theſe proud Perſons, fince they 
love Salutations in the Markets, uppermoſt Rooms at 
Fraſte, the chief Seats in the Synagogues, and to be called 


of Men, Rabbi, Rabbi, to be called Maſters, and Reve- 


rend Doctors, and love to have their Families clothed 
as Pompous and Gay as any Body. 


Let them alſo examine, whether they he not Boaft- * 
*ers, as alſo Fierce, . of them that are good? 


Conſider how your Function boaſt of being Proficients 
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| (22) | 
in Academical Learning, in the Arts and Sciences of 
the Schools, in the Study of Antiquities, in the Rea- 
ding of the Fathers; though in reality you are never 
the better Chriſtians for ir, theſe Subtilties rendering 
you the more dangerous to the fimple-hearred ; and 
therefore the Apoſtle being aware of ſuch Spoz/ers, ad- 
moniſhes the Coloftans to beware left any Man 117 
them through Phil. ſophy and vain Deceit, after the Tradi- 
tions of Men, after the Rudiments of this World, and 
not after Chriſt*. Is not your great Contempt of good 
Men, very obvious? Are they not in your Account, ig- 
norant Mechanicks, compared to Inſetts crawling out of 
a dead Carcais, Fiends arifing out of the bottomleſs Pit, 
Stoarme of Sectaries riſing out of the Ruins of the Church 
of England? Not confidering that the Church of Reme 
concludeyourſelves among the SeCtaries that riſe out of 
the Ruins of their Catholick Church ; and doubtleſs 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were under the ſame Contempt 
with thoſe learned Rabbies, the Scribes and Phariſees of 
that Age: Have any (lay they) of. the Rulers or of the 
Phariſees believed on him? But this People who know not 
the Law, and are curſed|. 1s not this the Carpenter, the 
Son of Mary, &c. 

To return now to the Women : You will by no means, 
it ſeems, ſuffer the Women to be Fellow-labourers with 
the Men in the Services of the Church of Chriſt, as 
were the good Women beſore- mentioned; but you will 

creep into rich People's Houles, and lead captive (with 
recommendations of your dead Forms of Godlineſs) ſilly. . 
Women, laden with fin, vis. with exceſſive Pride, Vani- 
ty, finful Pleaſures, and Luxury ; and therefore theſe 
your Women are cher learning, and never coming to the 
Knowledge of the Truth ; and conſequently very unfit. 
to teach others. I ſhall not therefore plead the Right 
of ſuch Women to Propheſy, Teach or Inſtruct; tho 
if they do but pur into the Prieſts Mouths, all is w cn 
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with them. They'll cry, Peace. But godly, meek, ſel f- 
denying Women, have been, and ſtill are proper In- 
ſtruments in God's hand to be helpers in his Work; and 
tis not impoſſible that even your Women, by declining 
your Teachings, and embracing the Teachings of God, 
may come unto that Attainment. It was that Sex, vis. 
the two Maries, being filled with godly Affection, went 
to ſee our Lord laid in the Sepulchre, and whoſe Dili- 
gence and Faith was fo warm, that it out ſtript the 
Men; inſomuch that they got thither again the rhird 
Day as it began to dawn, and being informed by an An- 
gel that he was riſen, they firſt had the Honour to re- 
ceive his bleſſed Salutation, to worſhip him, and com- 
miſſion to declare his Reſurrection to his Brethren“. 
Anna we read of * was a Propheteſs, ſhe departed not 
from the Temple, but ſerved God with faſting and pra- 
ers both Night and Day. She ſpake of him (Jeſ. 10 5 
all them that looked for Redemption in Feruſalem. Phi 
liy the Evangeliſt had four Daughters Virgins, || and 
they did Propheſy. Can it be ſuppoſed that theſe Vir- 
gins propheſied, without ſpeaking in the Congregations 
of the Believers ? Or that Anna propheſied not in the 
Temple, fince ſhe is ſaid to come in that Inſtant, and 
gave thanks unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all them 
that lookt for Redemption in Feruſalem. Prieſteſſes 
and Deaconeſſes are mentioned in ſundry antient Ca- 
nons of the Chriſtian Church, and Sacerdos is of the 
common of two Genders, and is render'd in the Dictio- 
nary, Prieſt or Priefieſs. I could produce the Opinions 
of Tindal, Luther, Pool, Grotius, and divers others, to 
confirm my Senſe about Women's Preaching or Teach» 
ing; but I am not for building upon the Foundation of 
any Antiquities, but upon the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, whoſe Teſtimonies and Examples are ſo 
plain in this Caſe, and ſo many, that I neither need or 
defire more, being preferrable to them all. I, 
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II. Of the Maintenance of Goſpel Miniſters. 


Would premiſe, that whatever Care and Proviſion 
the Church of Chriſt makes for her true Miniſters, 


no meer Pretenders to that Holy Function have any 


Right to it. I preſume it will be allowed on all hands, 
that ſuch Qualifications as ate neceſſary to make a Man 
a true Member of Chriſt's Body, which is his Church, 
is full as neceſſary to adapt for the Work of the Mini- 


p "of that being an eminenr Station in the Houſe of 


He then that is a Member in Chriſt, muſt witneſs a 


M ortification of the Deeds of the Fleſh, a Death unto 
Fin, and unto the Corruptions of Nature, and a new 


Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; in ſhort, If any Man be in 
Chriſt, he is a new Creature. In Chriſt Je ſis neither 
Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 
a new Creature*, It would be endleſs to tranſcribe the 


Cloud of Scripture Texts that bear Witneſs unto this 


Truth; it is therefore beyond diſpute, that the New 
Creature State is a Qualification abſolutely neceſſary 
for a Miniſter. How much this Doctrine is inculcated 


upon the airy wild Youth of your Schools, their Con- 


verſation ſhews; and how much this Qualification is 
examined into when they come for Ordination, their 
Ad miſſion beſpeaks. But be that as it may: Regene- 
ration and Memberſhip in Chriſt, puts a Man into a 


Capacity for a Call to the Miniſtry; makes him a fit 


Veſſel for the Maſter's Uſe : But he muſt beſides that 


feel an inward and immediate Call and Gift, and ſome- 


times 
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(25) | 

times a divine Neceflity from God to ſpeak in his 
Name to the Congregations of his People. For a 
neceſfity is laid upon me, yea woe is me if 1 preach not 
the Goſpel, faith St. Pau/*, Upon whom this divine 
Neceſſity and ſpiritual Gift may be beſtowed, no Man 
knows by all his human Learning, no more than he 
knows whence the Wind comes, or whither it goes. But 
' whoſoever is thus called, ought not to confer with 
Fleſh and Blood about Rewards, Wages or Mainte- 
nance, but faithfully give up his Body, Soul and Spi- 
Tit, to ſerve the Lord and his People: Bur as to ſuch 
who intrude themſelves into the Likeneſs of it, to 
make a Trade thereof, to get Money, Eſtates, and ſe- 
cular Preferments by ir, who purchaſe their School-. 
Qualifications for it at great Expence, in order to ſell 
it again for Money; I may juſtly ſay to them as Peter 
ſaid to Simon the Sorcerer, Thou haſt no part or lot in 
this matter.| . Joe” ; 

But doubtleſs it is the Duty of the Church to make 

proper Provifion for ſuch Goſpel-Miniſters, wha, as + 
aforeſaid, are qualified, called, and given up to labour 


in the Service of the Goſpel, in caſe they need their 


Alſſiſtance, not elſe: For though the Apoſtte Paal pleads 
this Kight of Goſpel- Maintenance by divers ſtrong Ar- 
guments in the firft of Corinthians, Chap. ix. Bur, 
ſaith he, I have uſed none of theſe things, neither have 
IT writen theſe things, that it ſhould be ſo done unto 
me: For if I do this thing willingly, I have a Reward + 
but if againſt my Will, a diſpenſation 7 the Goſpel = > 
committed unto me; what is my Reward then? Verily, 
that when 1 preach the Goſpel, I nate the Goſpel of 
Chriſt without Charge, that I abuſe not my Power in the 
Goſpel, And in order to encourage all Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters in the ſame Practice, he tells them, Ver. 24. That 
they which run in a Race, run all, but one receiveth 
the Prize. That is, he only who walks in the I” 
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(26) 
and doth not fullfil the Luſt of the Fleſh : And as the 
Apoſtle follows the Argument in Ver. 25. Every Man 
that ſtriveth for maſtery is temperate in all things : Now 
| 2 Crown, but we an in- 

corruptible : I therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly ; 1 0 
er 

my Body, and bring it into Subjection, leſt that by any 
means when I have preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be 


a caſt-away, Ver. 27. Importing that a Chriſtian Mi- 


niſter muſt be temperate in his Eating, Drinking, and 


| uſing the World; and then he runs lighteſt and eaſieſt, 
his Body not being pampered with Luxury and Pomp : 


In that Caſe a few worldly Commodities will ſuffice, 


po that there is no need to be anxious about Hire or 


Maintenance, nor to run into any covetous or- merce- 
nary Practices, which in the Account of all the holy 
Prophets of God, and of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, was 
always Abominable, in ſuch who pretended to be ſoli- 
Citing the Cauſe of God; and was alſo a great Snare 

whereby Satan beguiled many. When Bz/ak wanted 
Balaam to curſe Iſrael. he ſent * bis Princes and Elders 
with the Rewards of Divination in their Hands; and 


moreover they told him, that Balak the King would 


romote him to very great Honour, and do for him what- 


ſoever be deſired. This ſecretly drew away the Heart 


of Balaam to defire to go, tho' he pretended he would 
do nothing but with God's Leave. God gave him leave 


in his Anger, as ſays the Text, but orders an Angel to 


meet him in his way with a drawn Sword in his Hand; 
yet being blinded with the covetous Deſire of Balak's _ 
great Rewards and Promiſes of Advancement, he neither 
diſcerned God's Mind, nor yet the Angel ſtanding in his 
way : So that the Apoſtle Peter, when he forewarns 


the Churches of falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers, 


among other Deſcriptions of them, ſays, || Through Co- 
verouſneſs ſhall they with ſained Words make _— 


* 
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; (27) 
diſe of you. And ver. 14. An Heort have they full of 
"ul. ous Practices: Curſed Children, which 9.1 aken 
the right way and are gone aſtray, following the way of 
| Balaam ſon of Boſor, who loved the Wages of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. How can it be expected that the Work of 
God ſhould be done fervently and without Purtiality, 
when Miniſters have their Views to Rewards, and 
worldly Preferments; it ſhews that their Kingdom js 
of this World, and that to obtain it, they will have 
Men's Perſons in admiration by reaſon of Gain, and 
that they will be tempted to handle the Word decenful- 
ly, perverting and twiſting it about to ſerve their co- 
vetous Purpoſes. - ; 1 
They often plead the Reaſonableneſs of having In- 
come enough to live ſo handſomely (as they call it) as 
to raiſe them above the Contempt of the People, Cc. 
Thence they let looſe their Deſires to get all they can: 
Whereas in truth, the Men of God in all Ages ob- 
tained Regard and Honour by their real Contempt of 
the Riches of this World, and by their having the 
Earth and Earthly Things under their Feet. How 
ſtrong and bold was the Apoſtle Pau! in the Power of 
his Miniſtry and ApoRiethip, notwithſtanding he nei- 
ther had nor defired much of the Poſſeſſions of this 
World * And ſo may be ſaid of the reſt of the holy 
Apoſtles, as alſo of the true Prophets of God in the 
time of the Law; who with one Conſent bore Teſti» 
mony againſt Self-ſeeking, ſuch who. reach for Hire, 
and divine for Money: Who would ſpeak Peace to the 
Wicked, when there was indeed no Peace, if they 
into their Mouths, but if they did not put into their 
Mouths, they even prepare Mar“. TS oa 
lam fonkible this Doctrine ſuits worldly-minded Men 
now, no better than it did the Phariſees, when Chriſt 
told his Diſciples, They could nor ſerve Gad and Man- 
non; whereupon, fays the Text, || And the Phariſees 


alſo 
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alſo who were covetous, heard all theſe things, and they 


derided him : Wherefore our Lord turns upon them, 
ſaying, Ie are they which juſtify your ſelves before Men, 
but God knoweth your Hearts; for that which is highly 
eſteemed amongſt Men is abomination in the fight of God. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles do abound in Warnings to El- 
ders and Miniſters of the Church to be aware of Co- 
vetouſneſs eſpecially ; and whenever they foretell of 
falſe Pretenders that ſhould ariſe and intrude, that of 
filthy Lucre, Self- ſeeking or Covetouſneſs ſcarce ever 
miſſes to be a Mark of them. \ | | 
Yet when I have ſaid all this, I would by no means 
gain ſupplying the Neceſſities of a true Goſpel- 
iniſter. There is nothing now remains but the 
Manner of it. 5 $43 | 
I can find no more probable ye ry, the Manner 
embers of. the 
Church did, according to their Abilities, once a Week 
lay by ſome Free-offering by way of Collection for the 
general Occaſions of the 1 of Believers, out of 
which it is thought they that laboured in Word and 
Doctrine, as well as the poor Brethren, were ſupply'd. 


Noto concerning the Collection for the Saints, as I have 


given order to the Churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. 
Upon the firſt day of the week, let every one of you lay 
by him in flore, as God hath pre pered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come. And when I come, whom- 


ſoever you ſhall approve by your letters, them will I ſend 
to bring your Liberality == Feruſalem. And if it be 


ameet that I go alſo, they ſhall go with me. And indeed, 
this ſquares well with the moral Part of the Tithes 


under the firſt Covenant : for they were to be brought 


into the publick Store-houſe, not only for rhe Prieſt, 
but alſo 2 the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and Widow, 


that they might all be provided for thereout : and 


therefore their Detention of the Tithes and Offerings, 
| Hh 
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is'by the Prophet Malachi called, A Robbing of God, 
who is a beneficent Father, and Provider for the Poor 
among his People. Beſides, the whole Tribe of Levi 


were deveſted of any Lot or Inheritance in the Lands 


+ With their Brethren of the other Tribes; ſo that their 


Number being great (near the twelfth Part of the 


People) and Services extraordinary, in carrying about 
the Tabernacle, killing the Sacrifices, as well as that 
the Prieſts were of their Tride, who performed all the 
Duties of the Prieſthood. And, Notre, had but a Tenth 
of the Tithes. * But behold the wretched Self-love 
and Covetouſnefs of this poor Doctor: In his 19th and 
20th Pages, how does he buſtle and ſtruggle to ap- 
propriate thoſe Tenths ro himſelf and Brethren, who 
are not the hundredth Part of the People, nor are they 
deveſted of their own Patrimonies in the Lands, nor 


charged with any part of the Labour that the Levites 


indured, nor yer are they obliged by the Laws of the 
Land to maintain the Stranger, Fatherleſs and Widow ? 


And yet poor covetous Man would have the Tithes 


and Offerings appropriated to the preſent Priefthood, 
in the ſame Proportion and Manner as had the whole 
Tribe of Levi: Beſides the large Sums he and his Bre- 


thren pick up by the Merchandiſe they make of 


Chriſtenings, (as he calls it) of Marrying and of Bu- 


rying, of Churching Women, and of Viſiting the Sick, 


Oc. Judge ye whether theſe be not the Merchants of 


Babylon, Men, whoſe Hearts are exerciſed in covetous 


Practices. | 

But to return to the Confideration of worthy Goſpel 
_ Miniſters. They never chuſe to be burthenſome to the 
Church, but rather, as the Apoſtle Paul id, || Work 
awith his Hands, coveting no Man's Silver, or Gold, or 


Apparel, labouring that his Hands might niniſter to bis 


own neceſſities, and to them that were with him. So, 
bleſſed be God, there are ſuch Goſpel Labourers _ 
„ 4 who 


„ 2 
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who. take nothing from the Collect ions of the Church, 
or any other way; but do freely and bountifully con- 
tribute with their otherBrethren towards the Supply of 
ſuch as are in want. But if any Miniſter do give himſelf 
up to travail in the Service of the Miniftry, they have 
Freedom, as Chriſt ſaid to hisDiſciples, To car and drink 
ſuch things as are ſet before them, believing that the Mouth 
of the Ox that treadeth out the Corn 3s not to be muzled, 
and that the Labourer is worthy of his Hire. Hire, Wa- 
ges, and Reward being ſynonimous Terms in Scrip- 
ture, and uſed by way of Compatiſon. And if any 
ſhould have further Occaſion for Aſſiſtance, the Elders 
of the Church, who are, according to Apoſtolick Or- 
der and Samy 2 Jo be ordained in every City, ought 
chearfully to ſupply their Occafions, not only as Cha- 
rity due to other neceſſitous Members, but as alſo be- 
ing due to them in conſideration of their Labours. To 
theſe Church Collections molt certainly, every faithful 
| Member ought freely to contribute, foraſmuch As the 
if Earth is the Lord's, and Man is the Lord's, the Seed, 
It the Showers, the Rain, and Winds, end the Heat of the 
1 Sun are hic, and all Things that ſuſtain Life: © Yet 
ad (ſays the Doftor) who is Munificent, allows 
| & you a moſt ample Reward for your Labour, chal- 
uw! *© lenging to himſelf the tenth Part.” I have read that 
| | ſome of the antient Chriſtians preſſed Believers not to 
| come behind the cue in Offering for the common Oc- 
caſions of the Church at leaſt a tenth Part of their In- 
creaſe, wherewith I ſhould not diſagree; but for a few. 
11 Prieſts to endeavour to circumſcribe all that to them- 
my ſelves, is intollerable Sacrilege, and brings to my Mind 
Wo what the Apoſtle Paul ſaid to the Elders of the Church 
| of Ephe ſs, || Take heed therefore unto your ſelves and 
do al the Flock, over whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
jon Overſeers to feed the Church 4. God, which he hath 
ö 


purchaſed with his own Blood : For I know this, that 
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after my departure ſpball grie vous Wolves enter, not ſpas 


ring the Flock. Grievous Wolves indeed, not fparing | 


even the Poor of the Flock, would Rob the Spitile, 
would fain have all, and yet have not the leaſt Goſpel 
Right to any at all. But whoſoever would not receive 


Chriſt's Diſciples nor their Miniftry, they were to de- 


part from them, and ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet 
for a Teſtimony againſt them ; but not to call down 


Fire from Heaven to devour them, being ſent as Sheep 


among Wolves, and not as Wolves among Sheep ; as 
the Apoftle Pau forefaw ſcme Pretenders that ſhould 
come after him would prove, Grie voss Wolves, who 
would not ſpare the Flock. Nay, our preſent Sett nei- 
ther ſpare the Flock, nor yet ſuch who do not receive 
them, nor their Miniſtry; but like the Scribes and 
Phariſees in. Chriſt's time, will devozr Widows Houſes 
at Law, if they don't pay them their Demands ; ſo far 


are they from ſhaking off the Duſt of their Feet only, 


as Chriſlt's Servants were to do. Which plainly 


Mews they are the Succeſſors of thoſe greedy Scribes 
and Phariſees, - and not of Chriſt's Lamb-like Diſ- 


ciples. | | | 
nd as to the Doctor's Meſchiſidecian Prieſthood, 
that old exploded Notion of Lefley, and other Non- 
Jurors and Papifts (though he is fo ready to throw the 

apiſt upon others) I muſt tell him moſt of the Emi- 
nent Proteſtant Writers have laid afide- the Jure Di- 


vino Pretence to Tithes, inſiſting upon it by Right of 


the Law of the Land only, which ſay they have a Right 
to give us what Sort of Maintenance they pleaſe, c. 
But as to the Doctor's Right to Tithes by vertue of 
his being of the Melchi ſedecian Prieſthood, I ſhall here 
take leave to tell him, the New Teſtament knows no 
ſuch Order of Men; but on the contrary, the Apoſtle 
Pau! makes it the Subject of almoſt his whole Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, to ſet forth the utter Diſſolution of 
the Levitical Law, and all human Prieſthood. For 
there is (ſaith he) verily 4 12 of 1he Com: 
mandment going before, r the Weakneſs and Unprofi- 
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tableneſs of it: For the Law made nothing per fett, but the 
bringing in of a better hope did*. The Office of Prieſts, 
who were many, was to offer Gifts and Sacrifices for 
Sin: Chriſt, who is a Prieſt for ever after the Order of 
Melchiſedech, needed not 2 to offer up Sacrifices; 
for this he did once when he offered up himſelf ; who 
it Conſecrated for ever more, and hath an unchangeable 
Priefthood, ever living to make Interceſſion for ws. Thus 
the Cauſe being removed, vis. the Offering Gifts and 
Sacrifice, the Office of Prieſthood conſtituted for that 
purpoſe muſt in Conſequence ceaſe : Therefore it is, 
that none of the Believers in Chriſt (as a particular 
Order) nor of his eminent Servants, were in the New 
Teſtament ever called Prieſts, but Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and Teachers. And why? Becauſe 
the Nature of Prieſtly Office was quite loſt, whoſe 
Offerings and Services made neither them that did 
theſe Services perfett, as pertaining to the Conſcience, 
ror yet the comers thereunto. Therefore our one ever- 
laſting High Prieſt, (the End of all human Prieſthood) 
When be aſcended up on high, he led Captivity captive, 
and gave Gifts unto Men. He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers 1 
And what for? To do what the Law with its Prie 
hood and Sacrifices could never do, viz. For the perfe- 
fling of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
EI hing of the Body of Chriſt j. And therefore through- 
out the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, we never 
find any ſuch Order of Men as Prieſts diſtinguiſhed 
from other Believers ; but on the contrary, all the true 
Members of Chriſt are in a 4 N Senſe called by 
the Apoſtle Peter, A ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Frie ſt hood 
to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices to God by 55 Chriſt x. 
Signifying thereby that as before, the Prieſts taken 
from among Men offered up Sacrifices for the People, 
ſo now the People of God, without diſtinction, full 
| | | ower 
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Power to offer up their ſpiritual (not typical or ces 
remonlal). Sacrifices unto God through Jeſus Chriſt, - 
the Mediator and High Prieſt of the Chriſtian Pre- 
feſſion. John the Divine alſo gives Teſtimony to the 


ſame. Purport, ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, Who waſhed ww | 


from our Sins in his own Blood, and bath made us Kings 
and Prieſts unto God and his Father N ne 
Ihave obſerved, that Proteſtant Teachers and Prea- - 
chers do generally look upon it as an Affront put upon 
them to be called Prieſts; but would be denominated 
Miniſters, and are ſo called for the moſt part. The 
Church of Rome indeed, having degenerated from 
Chriſtianity into a Medley of Paganiſm and Fudaiſan, 


and ſo having ſame Service they call the Sacrifice of | 


the Maſs, and their holy Euchariſt, have an Order of 


Prieſthood, who pretending to turn a Wafer into the 
real Body of Chriſt, perhaps they may imagine them 


ſelves to be of this Melchiaedecian Prieſthood; but if 

ſo, it is hard to account, how. Chriſt, a Prieft for 

ever after the Order of Melchizedech, ſhould: be alſo 
made a daily and a continual Sacrifice for ever, 4 my 


Wi vult inſanire inſaniat. 


But it is from this Popiſh Liturgy or Maſe-Baot, 


that the Church of England Clergy are called in the 
Engliſh Common Prayer Book Prieſts; that and divers 
other Things, ſome of the firſt Reformers would gladly x 
have altered, but that the Darkneſs of the People fo 
long trained up in the Superſtitions of Popery, would 
not admit of great and ſudden Alterations; and fince _ 
then, the Spirit of Religion in that Order of Meng = 
called Clergy, has been tinted, and they have ſunk 
down into a Lethargy of Eaſe, Pride, and Ayarice: i 
But ſuppoling that an Opinion had been early re- 
. ceived, even among the Patriarchs, of givin — 
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| Tenths to God, as Abraham gave Melchizedek Tithe 
of all, and Jacob made a ſolemn Vow, That of all be 
Lord ſhould give him, he would ſurely give the Tenth 


unto the Lord: And that the Lord gave the Tithes, as 
being his own, unto the Fribe of Levy, in order that they 
the Stranger, Fatherleſs, and Widow might be fed: And 


now the Prieſtly Office in that Tribe being ended, it 


falls in courſe to him'who 1 4 Prieſt for ever aſter the 


Order of Melchizedeck, to wit, to Jeſus Chriſt, who 
was of the Tribe of Zudah : For it is evident (faith the 
' Apoſtle) that eur Lord ſprang out of Firdah, of which 


Tribe Moſes fpake nothing concerning the Prieſthood - 
And fo let us ſuppoſe that there was à moral Right of 
Tithes due to God, and given by Abraham to Chrift in 
Melchizedk his Repreſentative; it muſt alſo be allow id, 


that there was no Priefthood viſible eftabliſhed in the 
Fatriarchs Time, only Metrhizedeck was called a Prieſt, 


and alfo a King: What way be deduced thence is, 


that mo that have the outward Bleflings of God ſhow- 
ered do 


n pon them, ought not to ſpend it upon theis- 
Pride or Luſt, nor yet bury thoſe outward Talents in 
the Earth, but freely offer up a Portion of them (a 
Tenth, or more or lefs as the common Qccafion re- 
quires) to God's Uſe;'viz, To clothe the Naked, feed 
the Hungry, velieve the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and 


- #he' Widow, Nc. And Notre well, that Levi, when he 


mias'in"AÞrahow's Eoyns, paid this Tithe to Chriſt; im- 
porting,” that uo People, Tribe, or Order, if able, arc 


_ exempted from this holy Duty of relieving the Poor ang 


cheDjftiified; eſpecially thofe that are of the Houſholl 


of Faith: Fot to ſuch Chtiſt, our High Prieff, hath 


delegated them, and will make his final Decifion of 
Sheep and Goats 2 3 as is v eee 
in the Account he ſets förch Kimſelf, Marrhew xxv. 
37, to the End: 1 ays to the Sheep at his 


right Hand, Conne 9% hir ud of my Farher, Taberit the 
Kingdow vreptred J, 5% n e nde n e 


ed. For I wat an hungred and ye gave me Meat : 1 


was thirfly, and ye gave me Drink Te ee, 


* 
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"ond ye tock me in: Naked, and ye cloathed me + I was 
Fe, and ye viſned me: I was in Priſon, and ye came 


into me: Then ſhall the Righteous ſay, Lord, when ſato 


we thee hungry, &c. And the King ſhall anſwer, In as 


nuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 
my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. But here again, 
Page 28. this narrow Doctor would have all this Iimi- 


ted to Chriſt's Miniſters, v:z. to him and his Brethten, 
who he will underſtand to be Chriſts Brethren in this 
Text; ſo to get all Tithe and Charity of all forts ap- 
propriated to themſelves : Seducers, evil Men, Lovers 
of their own ſelves, and covetom indeed, whoſe Godli- 
neſs is Gain, and a Cloak of Covetouſneſs. For as to 
Chriſt's Brethren, he declared himſelf, * Whoſoever 
ſhall do the Will of my Father which is in Heaven, the 
Same is my Brother, my Siſter, and Mother. The general 
Teſtimony of Scripture makes the whole Body of his 
People his Brethren without exception, to whom is 


due the Feeding, Clothing, and Viſiting, recommended. 


by Chriſt as aforeſaid. 


Bernard, Abbot of Claruvalis, who lived in the Near 
1127, did bear Teſtimony thus, viz. © Truly the Good: 


of the Church are the Patrimony of the Poor, anc 


< whatſoever thing the Miniſters and Stewards of the 
* ſame do take to themſelves more than is ſufficient 
*« fora competent Living, the ſame is taken from the 
* Poor by Sacrilegious Cruelty.” ' 3 

Chriſt Jeſus the Prieſt after the Order of Melrhizes 
dek, having offered up himſelf once for all, and aſcend- 
ed up on high, hath given Gifts unto Men of divers 
Sorts; But a Manifeftation of his Spirit hath he given 


to every one to profit withal.” And whereas in the firlt 


Covenant, theſe Levitical Prieſts Lips were to preſerve 


Knowledge, at his Mouth were the Peaple io-receive the 
Law: Bu 


ut that firſt Covenant being found faulty, || Be- 


hold (faith the Lord) the Days come when I will make a 
| e new 


——_ ** *—— 
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new Covenant with the Houſe of Ifrael and with the 
tote of Fudab, not according to the Covenant I mate 
with their Fathers: For this is the Covenant that I will 
malte uit h the Houſe of Iſrael; after thoſe Days, 1 will 
put my Laws into their Minds, and write them in 
their Hearts, and they ſhall not teach every Man 
is Neighbour, ſaying, Know the Lord: For they 
all all know me — the leaſt to the greateſt. So 
that though Chriſt ous High Prieft be ſet down at the 
Father's Right Hand, yet ſuch is his Regard to his 
| Members, that he doth not leave them comfortleſs, 
but ſendeth them the Comforter, even the Spirit of 
| | Truth; whom though the World cannot receive, yet 
| 


it teacheth his People all Things, and leadeth them 
into all Truth: Ar his Lips therefore do his People 
receive their Laws, and by him are they led into a 
Spiritual Worſhip, not to be performed by worldly 
Prieſts in à world/y Sanctuary, with Ordinances of Di- 
Vin Service J, according to theWorſhip of the former 
Covenant; zor with Meats and Drinks and divers Waſh- 
inge and carnal Ordinances*. Not at Feruſalem, nor 
at the Mountain of Samaria; But (as faith Chriſt 
himſelf) the Hour cometh and now is when the true 
Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth: For the Father ſeeketh fuch to- worſhip bim. 

I ſhall draw towards a Concluſion of this Chapter with 
obſerving how the Doctor draws in the proud Phariſee to 
be a Witneſs for him, becauſe he faid, I gzve Tithes of all 
Fpoſſeſs. We know that hypoeritical Se& were mighty 

4 Aſſertors of the Rites and Traditions of the Law: For, 
| as our Saviour ſays to them, Wo-unto you Scribes and Pha- 
| | . Tiſees, Hypocrnes: for ye pay Tuhe of Mint, Annis, and 
| 


Cammin, and haue omitted the weightier Matters of the | 
Lato, Fudguent, Mercy, and Faith: Theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not leave the other undone . It is 
granted they ought nat to have left the other W 
357 | under 
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under the legal Diſpenſation which they lived in; yet 
even then he called them Blind Guides who ſlrain at a 
 Gnat and ſwallow a Camel. What ſhall be Taid of the 
Man who forſakes Mercy ſo much, as that for 6 d. 
Eaſter Offering, he would rather put his honeſt conſci- 
encious Neighbour to 20s. Charge, than forgive it, (if 
it be his Due). But fince he brings in his Predeceſſor 
the Phariſee, ler him obſerve what Chriſt ſaid alſo to 
him in the ſame Chapter, Wo unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye deveur Widows dou and 
or a Pretence make long Prayers *: Forms of Prayer 
for every day, for every Seaſon of the Day, and for all 
Occaſions ; and by this means /ead filly Women captive, 
to give them more of their Subſtance than they can 
ſpare, like empty Bigots; or elſe devour Widows / 
Houſes at Law, if they don't give them Tithe of Hens 
and Geeſe, of Pigs and Eggs, of Apples and Pears, Fc. 
This I take to be the genuine Sence of that Text; ant 
1 33 it upon the Conſciences of all ſuch to whom it 
belongs. . e 
And here I would intreat the Doctor, whoſe eternal 
a Welfare I fincerely Wiſh, to conſider the Shortneſs and 
great Uncertainty of our Time; and that we muſt ere 
long appear before the Tribunal Seat of Chriſt, where 
we ſhall receive Sentence according to our Deeds; Not 
for refufing the Trifles and Ceremonies which ſome 
would tack to Religion; but according to thoſe ſub- 
ſhntial and everlaſting Vertues, which our Lord pro- 
nounced his Bleſſings unto, Marth. v. viz. To the poor 
in Spirit==to them that mourn—to the Mee to them 
that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs—to the Mer- 
ciful—to the pure in Heart==to the Peace-makers—t0 
them that are perſecuted and reviled, and have all manner 
|, of evil ſpoken againſt them falſely for his ſake, Not one 
| Bleſſing there, or any where elſe is pronounced on the 
qutſide Proteſſors; on * of the Zealots W 
ae Þe {1 4 . 
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Traditions of the Fathers, or on any of the Ceremony. 
mongers, as were the Scribes and Phariſees in a very 
eminent Manner, eſpecially where their Gain was con- 


cerned; And therefore after our Saviour had preach'd up 


thoſe excellent Virtues aforeſaid, in contradiſtinction to 
the Phariſaical ourward Obſervations which they were 
ſo much occupy'd about, he lands upon them thus in the 
2cthVerſe, For I ſay unto you, except your Righteouſneſs. 
ſhall exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſces, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 24% | | E 
When I have taken Notite of the Doctor in his 
33th Page, I ſhall end this Head, via. And if both 
% Melchizedeck and our Saviour abide Prieſts, then they 
© have a Right to the Tythes which were ſettled upon 
F 2 Order before the Inſtitution of the Levitical 
e | | 
If a 2uaker were to aſſert directly or implicitly an- 
other Prieſt or Mediator beſides our Saviour, he would 
ſcarce eſcape being charged with rank Hereſy and Blaſ- 
phemy. What? Both abide Prieſts * Then they (ſays 
he) have. a Right, in the Plural Number. I did not 
think any Frote ſtants had admitted any Co- partnerſhip 
with Chriſt in his Prieſtly or Mediatorial Office. Many 
more Pallages the Doctor has dropp'd looſly and un- 
warily : but 1 would not ſpend my Time in any Thing 
that might incur the Cenſure of cavilling at unguarded 
Paſſages; and therefore have choſen to ſet the main 
controverted Subjects in a true Light, and in as brief a 
Manner as I could. | | 
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III. Of Bar TIS u. 


* Doctrine of Baptiſins hath been ſo fully and 
1 well treated of by divers of my Friends; vis. 
Thomas Lawſon, Robert Barklay, Thomas Elwood, Fof. - 

| 3 FIRE. - 


nn! ü 
Pike, and others; as alſo by one Milliam Dell, who was 


not denominated a £2xaker, but wrote himſelf, - of . 


Gaius College in Cambridge; yet becauſe the Doc- 


dor beſtows more Room and Arguments upon this Sub: 


ject than others, I ſhall follow him, and take him in 
his own Way, Pag. 33. As to our e f 
which are the diſtinguiſhing Marks and inſe ee Ads - 
juntts of Chriſtianity, theſe they utterly diſclaim, and 
conſequently they can be no Chriſtians, unleſs: Turks be 
+ FEI | 0 2226.08 
4 By our Sacraments, 1 ſuppoſe, he means the TW-W ðw 
Sacraments, ſo call'd, of the Church of England, . not 
the Seven which the Church of Rome hold. Nor can 


he mean any thing contained in the Holy Scriptutes ; 


for they mention neither Name nor Number: How-- 
ever, whether Two or Seven, they all ſuit well witch 
the Gain, as well as with the Dominion that both Sorts 
of Priefts aim at; for it mult be underſtood, that none 
of em are to be performed but by the Hands of a Prieſt; ;; 
he alone can chriſten, or make a Chriſtian; Child f 
God, a Member of Chriſt, and an Inheritor of the: Ring 
dom of Heaven : Who would not court the Fayour f 
ſuch a Man, who would not worſhip him with Body and 
Eſtate, eſpecially when we conſider alſo that he is the 
Man, and no other that can hand to us he Bread of -- 
Life which comes down from Heaven, can retain ar abe 
ſolve Sins, and what not. No Wonder theſe Men 
ſhould ſtorm, rail, and call hard Names, when ſuch a a 
ſtately Province as this is in Danger. 
Theſe with them are the diſtinguiſhing Marks, and 
in / mri Adjunfs of their Qhriſtianity. But if the 
Doctor has no better Mark of his Chriftianity: thay 
that Water that was ſprinkled on his Face in the Time FF; 
of his Infancy, one will ſcarce know him by bis 
Mark, to be à Sheep of Chriſt ; he might as well paſs 
for a Goat, as all ſuch, I doubt, will do, and be ſer at 
Chriſt's Leſt-Hand; who not only neglect to vifit 
Chriſt's Members when fick, and in Priſon, but ate the 
Y C4 moving 
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moving. Cauſe of their Sufferings and Perſecutions 

both by Word and Deed. | 2 
Now the diſtinguiſhing Mark of our Chriſtianity is 

not the panting of Water, but that one Holy, Hea- 


venly and Divine Baptiſm of Chriſt by his own Spirit; 
by which a Man being regenerated and born again, he 
brings forth the Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-Suffering, 3 s, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, againſt 5 uch there is no Law *. Apainſt 
ſuch the Doctors Law of Rites and Ceremonies, of 
Water, of Bread, and of Wine, or any outward Tra- 
ditions, or Rudiments, has no Power : But his Water- 
Baptiſm that can only waſh away the Filth of the 


Fleſh, can do no more than the other outward Offer- - 


ings and Rites of the Law, which could not make be 
Comers thereunto perfect, in reſpett to the Conſcience : 
But as it found them Children of Nature, born of the 
Freſh, ſo it leaves them, bringing forth the Fruits 
thereof, viz. Adultery, Uncleanneſs, Hatred, Variance, 
Wrath, Strife, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Re- 
velling, and ſuch ite; Chriſt and his Members will 
Judge of Peoples Chriſtianity by theſe infallible Marks, 
whatſoever ſelf-ſeeking Men may do. 5 
JI öbid. The Doctor proceeds to make the Turks on 
* our Saviour to have been a great Prophet, and never 
to mention his Name but with ſome outward Shew of. 
«© Reſpe& ; nay further (ſays he) they proteſt againſt 
* the Popi/h Errors of Tranſubſtantiation, Praying to 
* Saints and Angels, and Worſhipping Images; which 
4 js as high a Pitch of Proteſtantiſm as any Quakers 
come up to, but they will neither be baptized, nor 
receive the Holy Communion,” . | 
The Papiſt will do both, if that be a Mark of the 
high Pitch of Proteſtantiſin; the Popiſb Prieſt will joyn 
heartily with the Doctor in that high Pitch, becauſe it 
ſuits well with the carnal Views of both Parties. 
| | | bid. 


* 
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bid. Now he that was never chriſtned is no 
6 Chriſtian, therefore the Puakers are no more Chri- 
ſtians than Turks are; our natural Life, as Men, 
commences from our firſt Birth; and our ſpiritual 
Life, as Chriſtians, from our new Birth by Baptiſm, 
* and they may as well pretend to be Men without be- 

« ing born, as Chriſtians without being baptized.” 
Rarely argu'd, Doctor; He that was never chriftewd 
is no Chriſtian; the Word (hriſtend taken in that Senſe 
of being made a real Chriſtian I agree with; but if the 
Dottor never witneſſed a being chriſten'd by the effec- 
rual workings of Chriſt's Spirit, which mortifies the 


Deeds of the Fleſh, and waſhes away the Filth and 


Impurities of his Soul by the Water of the Spirit, and 
his Chaff to be burnt up by the fiery Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt mention'd in Marth. iii. 11, 12, he has ne- 
ver witneſſed the true Baptiſm, and I doubt will prove 
light and wanting in the Ballance of Chriſt's Judgment 
at laſt; notwithſtanding he (poor Man) may be ſo 
vain-glorious as to imagine that he hath made ſo many 
Chriſtians, and hath communicated We new Birth and 
ſpiritual Life by Sprinkling of Water, Making a Croſs 
in the Child's Forehead, and Reading over it his Pater- 
nofier. One would not much admire to hear one talk 
of new Birth and ſpiritual Life, at this eaſy carnal 
Rate, that was educated in the dark Cells of Popiſh 
Ignorance ; but for a Doctor of Divinity, who has liv'd _ 
and been brought up in the brighter Regions of Prore- 
ſtantiſm, to write or ſpeak thus, is much more inexcu- 


ſable: To think to change our natural and carnal Birth © - 


by natural and material Elements, ſavours much of 
Nicodemuss Stupidity, who when our Lord told him, 
Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God, expoſtulates upon it, How can a Man be 
born, when he is old; can he enter the ſecond Time into 
his Mother's Womb, and be born? The ſame Reply that 
our Saviour gave that carnal Ruler in 1/7ael, I give 
unto this learned Doctor, viz. That which is born of 
the Fleſh is Fleſh; and that which is born of the Spi- 

| Wn | is Tit 
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would be but a fleſhly Birth {till ; and therefore that 


the ſecond Birth he ſpeaks of, was a being born of the 

© and that would be a ſpiritual Birth: But the 
's new Birth or ſpiritual Life which is to be 

produc d from Elementary Water, is as abſurd in my 


Apprehenſion as the Tranſubſtantiation of the Paprſts, 
and neither agreeable to Holy Scripture nor common 
Senſe, but a meer Jargon of Words and Things diſſi- 
milar in their Qualities. It is a fond Pretenſion in a 
Proteſtant Prieſt (much like the Papiſts Tranſubſtanti- 


ation) who after his Reading ſome Leſſons or Prayers 
over 2 Child, ge nas with Water, and marking 


it with the Sign of the Croſs, ſays it is changed from 


2 natural to a ſpiritual Birth, Ec. The Paprft, after 
he has mumbl'd over his Aue. Maries and Pater-noſters, 


or Words of Conſecration ſays, the Bread is from that 


Time turn'd into the 7 Body of Chrift, and brings 


his hoc eſt Corpus meum for à Proof. 


But Thanks be to God, the Children of Believers 


are eftabliſh'd upon a better Foundation, even upon 


Jeſus. Chriſt, by whoſe Death and Sufferings, Reſur- 


rection, Aſcenſion, and Interceſſion, they have gain'd 
in him all that they loſt in Adam, have not their De- 

ency upon what can be done for them by any fal- 
ible, weak, and partial Men; Men of like Infirmities 


and Paſſions with their Neighbours, but on Jefus Chriſt 


alone; the Benefit of whoſe” great Love in dying for 


us, is, and will be communicated to Children without 


the Help of ſuch, who would have a Share of the 
Honour due alone to him. 0 | 

The Proof the Doctor brings for his wild Fancy is, 
what Chriſt ſaid in the above-mention'd Conference 
with Nicodemus, viz. Except 'a Man be born off Vater 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; 
becauſe the Word Water! is mention'd there, his low 


Thoughts deſcends to material Water: Juſt as did 
Nicodemws's Thoughts to-enting the feeond Time into 


his 


rit is Spirit. If he could enter a ſecond Time into 
his Morher's Womb, and be thence born again, that 


(43) - | 


how agreeable are the groſs Apprehenſions of that 
great and learned Ruler in I/racl, and our Rabbi, this 
Maſter, Doctor of Divinity; but, as ſaith the Apoſtle. 
to the Corinthians, What Man knoweth the Things of. 
a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man that is in bim? even 
ſo the Things of God knoweth no Man but the Spirit. 
of God ; the natural Man receiveth not the Things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually. 
diſcerned *. © | i Þ 
What does the Doctor think of the living Water 


which Chriſt ſpake of to the Woman of Samaria ut 


Jacob's Well, which whoſoever drank. of, it ſhould be in 
him aWell of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting Life; 
and again, of that Proclamation: which he made in 
the laſt Day of the Feaſt, ſaying, I any Man thirſt, 
let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth 
on me (as the Scripture bath ſaid) out of bis Belly 
ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. But this (ſaith the 
Evangeliſt) ſpake he of the 157 &c. F It is this 
living, ſpiritual Water, that brings forth the ſpiti- 
tual Birth, like as genuine Effects are ned Hoa 
their own natural Seeds and Cauſes. G91 
Page 34. He (Chriſt) was himſelf baptiz'd with 


“Water, before the Holy Spirit deſcended upon him; 


“ and he ſays, I have given you an Example, that 

« ſpculd do ns I have done. 2 15 
Aste, The remarkable Perverfion of this Affair, he 
would impoſe upon his Reader, That when: Chriſt 
was baptized of John with Water, he immediately 
adds, I have given you an Example, that ye ſhould: do 
ax I have. done. The Addition of thoſe Words were 
after quite another Fact, which militates ſtrongly 


againſt; the Doctor's preſent Plea: For thoſe, Words 


are - 


* C Cor. xi. 11. 14. I Fob iv. 11,14. J Foby rü. 375 30, 39s | | 


his Mother's Womb, becauſe Chriſt expreſsd himſelf 1 |. 
by the Words, except a Man be born again. Behold; * ' I 
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are added to an Account that the Evangeliſt Zohn 


gives of Chrii riſing from his laſt Supper (fo much 


cContended for alſo now) who laying afide his Gar- 


mente, took a Tome] and girded himſelf, waſbd his 


Diſciples Fret, and wiped: them with the Towel iobere- 
with he was girt; and concludes in this ſolemn Man- 
ner: Ye call me Maſter, and Lord, and ye ſay well, 
for ſo Tam; if I then your Lord and Maſter have 
waſhed your Feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one anothers 


Feet : For I have given you an Example, that ye 


ſhould do as I have done to you *. 

have heard, that the Pope pretends to conform to 
this Text, by waſhing (in ſome Sort) a few poor 
old Mens Feet once a Year; but. Proteſtants in ge- 
neral omir it, alledging, that -it was only done as an 


Example of Humility; and that there is no Need 


to continue the Sign, but to follow after the Sub- 
ſtance. This one proper Anſwer will 2 ſerve for 
all other outward Signs of an inward ſpiritual Grace; 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel being ſpiritual, the 
Worſhip requir'd is ſpiritual, and the Ordinances are 
agreeable thereto, the Chriſtian Religion being inward, 
ſubſtantial and ſpiritual. All outward Figures practi- 
ſd for a while in the Beginning being really bor- 


row'd from the 7ewi/h Shadows, and not appertain- 


ing to the Goſpel, though receiv'd by ſome in the 
Infancy of this Diſpenſation, yer were not to continue 
when the Church was further grown in Strength and 
Experience, as is manifeſt from all the Epiſt/es that 
the Apoſtles wrote to the Churches. Firſt, the Apoſtle 
Paul never recommends Water-Baptiſm, but ſpeaks of 


one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, Epheſ. iv. 5. And 
writing to the Coloſſanc, he ſays, In whem alſo ye are 


circumciſed with the Circumciſion made without Hands, 


in 5 off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh by the 


Circumciſion of Chrift : Buried with him in Baptiſm, 
5 | wherein 
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wherein alſo you are riſen with him through the Faith f 
the Operation of God; was blotting out the Hand-Writing | 
of Ordinances that were again us, which was con- 
| trary to us, and took it out of the Way, nailing it 
to his Croſs. Note, One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm ; 
when the Church was ſertled, though pnder the Law 
there were divers Baptiſms according to Heb. ix. 10. 
where ſpeaking of the Old Covenant, he ſays, which 
flood only in Meats and Drinks; ( woe Bexliouers) 
and many Baptiſms : One whereof John the Baptiſt 
took up, as he was a Prophet under the Law, and 
the immediate _ Fore-runner of Chrift ; hence Peter 
and divers of Chriſt's Diſciples (who had been ohne 
alſo) took up John's Water-Baptiſm to initiate and 
paſs over Converts into the Chriſtian-Society, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom they knew was practis'd in the 
Jewiſh Church, -viz.. when any Stranger became. a 
Convert, they did not circumciſe him, being of adult 
Age, but proſelyted him by Water-Baptiſm: This 
Cuſtom of Water-baptizing Jobn made uſe of, and it 
is calld in the New Teſtament, frequently by way of 
DiſtinQion, the Bapriſm of John; but John declard, 
Matt. iii. 11. I indeed baptize you with Water unto 
Repentance , but he. that cometh after me, is mightier © 
. than I, whoſe Shoes ] am not worthy to bear: He ſhall. 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. And 
John 111. 29, 30. He that hath the Bride, is the Bride. 
groom 3' but the Friend of the Bridegroom, which ſtand- 
eth, and beareth him, rejoyceth greatly, becauſe of the 
Bridegroom's Voice: This my Foy therefore is fulfilled. 
He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreafe. He that hathy 
the Bridegroom in Fruition, needeth not his Friend or 
his Servant; therefore John his Servant knew that he 
in his Office. and Adminiſtration was to decreaſe : and 
that Chriſt the Bridegroom of the Church, was. zo, 
increaſe in his inward and ſpiritual Baptiſm, and o- 
ther Adminiſtrations ; and the Author to the Hebrews, + 
mentioning the Doctrine of Baptiſms in the * 4 
Number, among the Principles (or Beginnings * ri 
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Margin has it) of the Doctrine of Chtiſt, ſeems to 
have a direct View to Johns Water-Baptiſm, and 
Chriſt's Spiritual Baptiſm ; and ſince there was but 
one Baptiſm to abide in the Church, this muſt certainly 
be the ſpiritual Baptiſm of Chriſt, John being to de- 


\ ereaſe, and Chrift to increaſe. 


Of this ſpiritual Baptiſm the Apoſtle Paul to the 
Corinthians writes, via. By one Spirit are we all bap- 
rized into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles; 
tohet her we be Bond or Free ;, and have been all made 
to drink imo one Spirit: And to the Galatians he 
ſays, For ai many 9 you , have been baptized into 


riſt, have ng on Chriſt. P62 FE 
- The Apoſtle Perer, who of all-the E l was th 
chief Promoter of Water-Ba tiim, 1 tc 14 iv 


it from the Few;ſh Cuſtom of proſelyting afciela'd, 


and from the Example of John the Baptiſt, and not 


from any Inſtitution of Chriſt that was to be per- 
petuated in the Chriſtian Church; for it is apparent - 
that two of the Evangeliſts, via. Luke and ohn, 
when they relate what paſs'd after Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection, they make no Uſe of the Terms baprizing or 
baptized ; but in other Words, viz. Luke xxiv. 47, 
9, And that Repentante and Remiffion of Sins ſhould 
be PREACHED in bis Name, among all Nations, 


beginning at Jeruſalem. And behold, I ſend the Pro- 
miſe of my Father upon you : butt tarry ye at Jeru- 


falem, until ye be endued with Power from on high. 
John when he gives Account of Chriſt's Reſurrection 
and Diſcourſe with his Diſciples, has nothing that 
tooks like any ſuch Commiſhon ro baptize with 
Water; only repeatedly commands Feter to feed his 


| Lambs, and to feed his Sheep : So that whatever 


Words the Evangeliſts Marrhew and Mark choſe to 
expreſs that Tranſaction after Chriſt's Reſurreftion, 
it js apparent that the Commiſſion amounted to no 


more, than to preach the Goſpel to all Nations, and 


convert, proſelyte, or baptize them (tie) into the 
Name of the Frther, Son, and Holy Ghott. To con- 
5 | A vert, 


:. oe, a Holy Ghof# 


1 


vert, baptize into the Name, Power, and Spirit of 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; being the Hen Fr 


of the Goſpel-powerful Miniſtry ; and thencet 
poſtle to the Corinthians ſays, Ii Chrift eſue 
I begotten you through the Goſpel': But as 8 
ter, he ſeems not at all to * with Water from 
that Commiſſion; for he never did baptize any with 
Water (as far as appearg) in the Name of the Father, 


Chri in the Words of Matthew or Mark in another 
very great Inſtance, viz. to go, and reach all Nati- 
ons ||, as Matthew has it; or as Mart has it, Go 38 
into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to neg. 
| Creature 1. For Trier was not ſenſible of any ſuch 
Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel to any beſides the 
Jews, until falling into a Trance, God ſhew'd him 


by the Vigon of a Sheet let down from Heaven wherein 


were all Manner of four-footed Beaits of the Earth, 
and wild Beaſts, and 'creeping Things, and Fowls of 
the Air; that he was not to eſteem any Thing com- 
mon or unclean; And the Lord ſaid to him, Beboftl, 
three Men ſeek thee. Ariſe, go with them : for 1 
have fent them **. Whereupon he went to Cornelius 
2 Gextile, and preached. the Goſpel of Chriſt to him 
and his rl Feats and Kindred, and they. believed. 
and were baptized-þ. It alſo appears, that others of 
me 8 0 les and Brethren. having heard of his going 

| 9275 contended with him about it, and 
nis fy 41 parnithtiandiee: the Commiſſion in; 

Tees qo until he had given them an Account of 
the. whpl e Matter; whence theſe Obſervations ate to 


eQted, viz. That the Holy 8 wrote 


er; Accounts, and fent. them into the World, wich⸗ 
out. any, e e or Combination ws al 
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Sincerity and Honeſty, according to the beſt Infotmas 
ion they could get, or Obſervation they had made 
or Hiſtory ſeems to agree that Matthew was a Diſ- 


iple of Chriſt, and wrote his Account about eight 


Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion ; that Marꝶ and Luke 
were neither of them Diſciptes till after Chriſt's Death, 
but wrote (about 15 Years after the Aſcenſion) from 
the Apoſtles Informations and Accounts : Fohn was a 
Diſciple from the Beginning, but is ſaid not to write 
till 30 Years, at leaſt, after the Aſcenſion : That Peter, 
and the other Apoſtles took not upon them to bap- 
-tize, from the Records of thoſe Evangeliſts, becauſe 
they baptized before they wrote, and that according 
to the Knowledge they had of Things from their be- 
ing Eye and Ear-Witneſſes of John's Baptiſm; and 
therefore I conclude, the Practice of Peter, and others, 
to baptize with Water, in the Name of Jeſus, was 
taken from 7ohn the Baptiſt, and from that Cuſtom of 
the 7ews proſelyting their Converts, by the Admini- 
{tration of Water-Baptiſm; and ſome of the Apoſtles, 
from their Jewiſßh Education, efteeming it a proper 
Method to pafs People from Gentiliſm and Fud#/m 
to Chriſtianity : But Paal that eminent Apoſtle, nor 
of Men, neither by Men, but by Feſis Chrift, and 
God the Father, when it pleaſed God to reveal his 

Son in him, that he might preach him among the Gen- 
tiles or Heathen, he conterred not with Fleſh and 
Blood, neither went he up to Jeruſalem to them that 
were Apoſtles before him (either to receive Ordination 
or Inſtruction) bur went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damaſcus, did not go up to Feruſalent 
till three Years after to ſee Perer, where he alfo 
ſaw Fames, but no other Apoſtle; and having tarried 
there 15 Days, he departed + into the Regions of Sy- 
ria and Cilicia, Where doubtleſs he preached the Goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, as he had done before in Arabia: And 
— WR it 
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it may juſtly be preſumed he made many Converts by 
the Aſliſtance of God's Power that attended him in 
Miniftry and Miracles; and it is particularly noted, 
that his Gift was planting, Paul plantetb, and Apollog 
ticatereth: And yet he thanked God he had baptized 
only Criſpzs and Gaius, and the Houſehold of Stepha- 
nus, Beſides I know not (ſays he) wherber I baptized _ 
axy other; for Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the Goſpel, * bn EL wet 
And now to return to the Apoſtles Epiſtles, I have 


already ſhewed, that Faul writes of a Baptiſm with 


the Spirit; but I never could find in any of his E- 
piſtles a Recommendation of Water-Baptiſm, nor of 
any outward Elementary Performances; but he labours 
much to draw the Churches from external ſhadowy 
Figures to the ſpiritual Subſtance of Religion: And 
ſuppoſing the Apoſtle Peter bath in the Infancy of the 
Church uſed Water-Baptiſm to Believers, both before 
and after they had received the Holy Ghoſt; yet in 
Proceſs of Time, when he comes to write his Two E- 
piſtles general to the Churches, he has not once te- 
commended unnd Ordinance, (as they call it) 
but making mention of the eight Souls, who were 

ſaved by Water in Noah's Ark, 1 Per. Chap. iii. he 
adds. Ver. 21. J g nuds errirony d cg. So alſo the 
Antitype now ſaveth ws; not the purting away the 
Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 


ence towards God by the Reſurreftion of Jeſus Chris. | 


Water cannot properly be ſaid to be the Antitype of 
Water, and therefore, I ſuppoſe, the Tranſlators to 
make it anſwer their Opinion the better, tranſlated 
it, The like Figure now ſaveth us; but it is plain 
there is no Salvation in Figures and outward Ele- 
ments, in Water which can only put away the Filth 
of the Fleſh, and therefore that is not the Baptiſm 
the Apoſtle Ferer recommends, but the Baptiſm which 
| „ 1 brings 
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brings forth the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God; and that can be no other than the Baptiſm or 
Work of the Spirit, which baptizing into Chrift fits 


People to pus on Chriſt with his Heavenly and Di- 


vine Virtues, to be indeed | Members of bis Body, of 


his Fleſh, and of his Bones. To be delivered from the 
Power of Darkneſs, and to be tranſlated into the King- 
dom of the dear Son of God *; but theſe Things are 
Myfteries to the Children of this World. And as to 
the general Epiſtles of the Apoſtles Janes and John, 
they have not one Word about Baptiſm, nor any o- 
ther outward Signs or Ceremonies, but treat of the 


ſubſtantial Doctrines and Truths of Religion, uncon- 


cern'd about Shadows, but leaving them behind, as 


. People always do, that are travelling on their Way 
wit 


their Faces towards the Sun, the Shadows are 


in courſe behind them. N 
I think I have now ex abundante anſwerd all the 


Doftor's Objections, though I have not follow'd him 
thro' all his ſhort Hints or Stroaks, and when J have 


ſpoke to a few of them, I ſhall conclude this Head. 


The firſt is, to obſerve him in two or three of his 
Pages following each other, viz. Pag. 24, 35, and 36, in 


the firſt are theſe Words; © And it is certain that af- 
ter his Aſcenſion, and Miſhon of the Holy Spirit, 


« Water-Baptiſm was thought neceſſary to Salvation.” 
And fo ſets forth in Manufeript Cornelis and his 
Houſhold's Caſe, how that they receiv'd the Holy 
Ghoſt firſt, and then were baptized with Water : And 
yet in Fag. 25. are theſe Words, From whence it 

appears not only that Baptiſm was by the Apoſtle 
% thought neceſſary to be ſuper-added to Belief, but 
« likewiſe that the Holy Ghoſt was not given till af- 
« ter Baptiſm.” "= ; | 


Firſt he tells us, that the Holy Ghoſt was given to 


Cornelius and his Company before Water-Baptiſm; V 
| 5 


At 


1 Fpheſ. v. 20. * Col. i. 13» 


Li 


CY woe 
would infinuate ſoon after, that the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt was the Conſequence of Water-Baptiſm; what 
Uſe he would make of this contradictory Jofinuation WW 
| * 00 Knows. 8 109 2 25t2h bow)! wh - Bb 
Page 35. And conſequently. it is a great-Indifctes || 
tion in Lxakers to omit this Ceremony.” © 1 
The Pwakers look upon it not only to be great 
Diſcretion, but alſo their real Duty to omit this Ce- 
remony, and all others, well knowing “ that the King 
dom of God cometh not with (outward) Obſervation: 
for behold, the Kingdom of God is within you: Of this 
Kingdom, and the Power of it, ſome':Profeſſors' of 
Chriſtianity know but little, by reaſon they ſpend their 
Money for that which is not Bread, and their Labour. 
for that which ſatisfieth not; they, poor - Creatures, Mi 
buy empty Forms and Ceremonies, (being the cunnigg Mi 
Prieſts Merchandiſe) at dear Rates, and fo live upon 
their Huſks; /whereas if they would but look ſeriouſly. | 
into their own Hearts, /ike the Woman: that lighted '@ 
Candle, and ſwept ber Houſe, and ſought diligently ti 
ſhe had found ber Piece af Silver, which ſhe bad" lot}... i 
They needed not be at ſo much Charge to get nothing Ml 
but Shells, which diverts them from the Kernel of Re- 
ligion ; and this I count one of the greateſt Occaſions 
of Vice, Stupidity, and Deadneſs in the People, be- 
cauſe they are taught to rely much upon Ceremonies 
and outward Performances, whereas if they would bur 
come unto Chriſt inwardly, they might bay ( ſpitituaF” 
Soul refreſhing) Wine and Milk -withour Maney and. 
Price x; being, as the Apoſtle Perer ſays, born again, 
not of corruptible Seed, (ſuch as Silver and Gold given 
to @ Prieſt, for his Water, and Wine, and Bread, all 
in their Natures of corruptible Qualities) ** bur of in- 
corruptible, by the Word of God which troeth and abideth = 


for ever, 


| 
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Hage 36. Since they that were baptized by St. 
, Feter, and by Philip the Deacon received not the 
4 Holy Spitit till after Baptiſm: And ſince the Spi- 
© rit of God deſcended not even upon our Saviour 
- himſelf, till he had been baptized : *Tis a great Pre- 
A ſumption in this Enthuſiaſtical Sect, to pretend to 
4 a Privilege above Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
« -» Ir is not only great Preſumption, but flagrant Blaſ- 
9 in the or to aſſert as above; for though 
28s 2 Sign and a Teſtimony to the World of Chriſt's 
being the Meſſab, the Son of God, there was 2 vifible 
: Deſcent of the Spirit of God upon him after he was 
” baptized of Jobn in Jordan; yer He was the Word in 
the Beginning, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word ta God. All Things were made by him, and 
without him was not any Thing made that was made. 
Again, Colo... i. 15. Who is the Image of the Inviſible 
God, the Firſt-born of every Creature. Ver. 19. For it 
»Pleafed the Fut her, that in bin ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. 
Chap. ii. Ver. 19. For in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs 
.of the God-head bodily. To inſinuate alſo, that the 
Apoſtles and People of God had not the Holy Ghoſt 
- conferred upon them, till after they were baptized 
with Water, is a great Abuſe of the Holv Scriptures, 
as well as a plain Contradiction of himſelf, in his In- 
Nance of Cornelius, and thoſe Gentile Believers that 
accompanied him, wh (ſays he) were manifeſtly en- 
dued with the Spirit, and ſpoke with Tongues, 
and magnified God; and ſo quotes the Words of F- 
ter, viz. Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould 
not be baptized who have received the Holy Ghoſt as 
tuell ax wwe. Alſo Zacharias and Elizabeth the Parents 
of John tbe Baptiſt, though never baptized with Wa- 
tet, as we read of, yet are both ſaid to be filled with 
the Holy Ghoft, Luke i. 41, 67, and John their Son 
was faid to be filed with. che Holy Ghoſt, even from 
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his Mether's Womb, Ver. 15. What can the Doctor 
mean by theſe contradictory, falſe, and vile Suggeſti- 
ons, as if the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit of God was not to 
be received but by the Means, or till after the Admi- 
niſtration of e, - except that no Holy 
Ghoſt being received but till after Water-Baptiſm, Ml 
no 1 to be rightly adminiſtred but by i 
the Hands of him and his Biethren; ergo we muſt il —_ | 
come to him and them for the Means whereby the 
Holy Spirit is to be received ; Thence, like Simon the 
Sorcerer (having purchaſed this Power with great 
Expence and Charges, and monopolized it to rhem- 
ſelves) they may ſell the EffeQs of it, vig. the Means 


5 
— 
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of receiving the Holy Ghuft at their own Rates 
I hope this learned De dor and his Brethren will be 
ſo modeſt, as to allcw. the Apoſtle Faul to be as good 
a Judge of the Mind of Chriſt, and of his, Meaning 
in that his laſt Commiſſion, Go teach, &c. as they 
can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to be; if fo, it is moſt ap- 
3 the Apoſtle took it not to relate to Water- 
Baptiſm, if he will agree, that what Chriſt ſaid unto 
the Apoſtles preſent, be ſaid unto. all: For he tells the 
Corinthian Church poſitively, that Chriſt ſent bim, not 
10 baptize (viz. with Water) but to preach the Goj- 
Ki and by that Means to convert, or baptize the 


ations into the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. I know not whether it be the Craft or Ignc- 
trance of the DoQor, and divers others of his Ga 
that they will needs have Water to mean material Va- 
ter, and Baptiſm, outward Water-Baptiſm in general, 
where they meet with the Words in the Scriptures of 
the New Teſtament ; whereas indeed. the Words Bap- 
iiſm or baptize are figurative Expreſſions made uſe of 
to ſignify divers Things; as in the Caſe of Zebedee's 
Sons, Car ye be baptized with ee Aer 1 am 
baptized with, ſays Chriſt, viz. be dipp 


t or plunged 
into Sufferings and Death: The Apoſtle od rw that 
baptized, when Moſes and the Fathers paſſed through + 

the Sea, 1 Cor. x. 1. n baptized unto Moſer in 
DIN 8 | 2 ws 


tlie 
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the Cloud and in the Sea; and alſo in 1 Cor. xv. 29. E!/e 
 wohar ſhall they do that are baptized for the Dead, if 
the Dead riſe not at all ? Why are they then baptized 
2 Dread? Water alſo is ſo very often uſed in 
ipture in a figurative Senſe to ſet forth the re- 
freſhing and cleanſing Effects of God's Spirit, that the 
Paſſages to that Purpoſe would be too tedious to 
cite; and one might as well imagine, an outward 
material Sword, Hammer, Fire, (which are Words 
alſo uſed by the holy Pen-Men to ſer forth the Ef- 
Fefts of the Spirit's Workings) at all Times when we 
read them, as to deſcend in our Thoughts always to 
outward Water, when the Word Water is named in 
Holy Writ : But I cannot think Men could be ſo very 
literal and pedantick, did not their Deſign to keep 
People Dependents upon them, together with other 
carnal Intereſts weigh heavy in their Balance. 
That Evaſion, that Ful did not baptize himſelf, 
bur being occupied in a higher Station, rurned over 
the Converts to ſome others to be baptized, is too 
ſhort a Covering ; for by what I obſerved before he 
went into Arabia, Syria, Cilicia, and laboured there 
in the Work of the Goſpel, without any Companion 
or Curare either, as far as appears; nor can he that 
Jaboured for Maintenance with his Hands be ſuppoſed 
ro take ſo much State or Lordſhip upon himſelf any 
more than did Peter, and others, but he declares his 
Miſſion was nor to baptize, but to preach the Goſ- 


el. ; 
F The Apoſtle Paz! then having no Commiſſion from 
Chriſt to baptize with Water, I would fain have out 
Warer-Baptizers. produce their Credentials, let's ſee 
by what Authority they have attained to more large 
and full Powers of Apoſtleſhip or Miniſtry than he 
had; and wherefore they have (ſince they will keep 
legal Yoaks on the Necks of the Diſciples) transfer- 
red the Uſe of Plunging, or Dipping adult Perſons 
into Water, to that of Sprinkling Infants, that are 
neither capable of Faith or Confeſſion : But I __ 4 
ö in 


"63... 
Mind, that the Craftsmen might loſe many Chriſten- 
ing- Pence by Childiens dying, if they were to truſt 
till adult Age. 88 3325 
As to Chriſt's being baptized of John, which the 
Doctor ſeems to hang upon, it has not the leaſt Sha- 
dow of an Argument for the perpetuating of it as an 
Ordinance in the Church of Chriſt, but quite the 
contrary; for when John forbad him, ſaying, I haue 
Need to be baptized of thee: Feſws anſwering, ſaid i 
unto bun, offs it to be ſo now : For thus it becom-> 
eth us to fulfill all Righteouſneſs x. Which is a manifeſt 
Argument of its ſhort Duration, in that Jeſus anſwered 
the Righteouſneſs of that legal Ceremony in his own | 
Perſon, and ſo fulfilled and ended it as to any further 
Righteouſneſs or Obligation, as he did Circumcidion, W 
the Purification - Offering, Paſſover, and finally, all 
legal Offerings, by that one Offering of himſelf u 
the Croſs. Will the Doctor have theſe Things fulfilled? 
or by his Example to be continued, as obligatory on 
all his Followers to do as he did, which would be to 
deny Chriſt come in the Fleſh with a Witneſs. Be- 
ſides, John the * declared, John i. 33. that he 
that ſent him to baptize with Water, the ſame ſaid 
unto him, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit de- 
ſcending and remaining on him, the ſame is be which © 
_ baptizeth. with the Holy Ghoſt. And as a Teſtimony WW 
that Water-Baptiſm was not Chriſt's, he ſuffered his 
- Diſciples. to make Uſe of John's Baptiſm, the Mo» WR 
. ſaick Diſpenſation being not yet ended: Bur (ſays 
the Text) Nu bimſelf baptized not. Had Jeſus in- 
- deed added thoſe Words, I have given you an Example 
that ye ſhould do as ] have done, immediately after 
he had been baptized of John, as the Doctor moſt 
unfairly quotes them, then I find much Streſs 
| had been laid upon them; but ſince they. are really 
aid by our Saviour ws its after his W 
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and wiping his Diſciples Feer, why don't the Doftor 
urge them to ſupport that Practice: I confeſs; waſh- 
ing poor Diſciples Feet is not attended with good 
Fees, nor good Feaſts, as are baprizing Infants; but 

either the Doctor produced that Text, to ſupport the 
* Praftice recommended by it, or he did it quite in vain; 
jf ro ſupport the Practice, then the Difference there is 
in ſecular Intereſt between baptizing with Water, and 
waſhing Feet with Water, cannot juſtify the Omiſſion 
ol that Practice. 5 566500 


a 


IV. Of tbe SurpER. 
12 come at a right Underſtanding of this out- 

ward viſible Sign, it will be neceſſary to know 
whence it is derived, and upon what Baſis it ſtands: 
' Godwin in his Moſes and Aaron, Lib. 3. Cap. 2. gives 
ga full and clear Account of it; after he had ſpoken of 
the Prepararory Ceremonies for the Paſſover in Uſe 

among the eus, he proceeds thus; 

« And after theſe Ceremonies of Preparation had 
< been performed, then they proceeded to give Thanks; 
the Maſter of the Houſe fitting down together with 
* his Gueſts, took a Cup full of Wine in his Right- 
Hand, and therewith began his Conſecration after 
* this Manner: Bleſſed be thou, O Lord our God, 
« the King of the IWorld,' who createft the Fruit of 
« the Vine. Having ſaid thus, he firſt lightly taſted - 
< of the Wine, and ſiom him it paſſed round the 
* Table: This Grace or. Thankſgiving they call Bir- 
„ cah Hajaiin, the Bleſſing of the Cup. With this 
«' Chriſt himſelf ſeemed to have begun his Supper, 
« He took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and ſaid, Take 
< thi, and divide it among N for I fay 
« unto you; I will not drink of the Fruit of the Vine 


„until the Kingdom of God ſhall come, Luke xxii. 17, 
48. After. the Ble of 0 
the Houſe took the Bread, which they did ſcin- 
: 4 + $5046 4 _ ©» | * dere, 
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dert, but not ab/cindere, lightly cut for the eaſier 
breaking thereof, but nor cut afunderz and hold- 
ing this in both his Hands, he conſecrated it with 
rheſe Words, "Bleſſed be thou, O Lord our Go, 
** rhe King of the Morid, who bringeſt forth Bread 
* out. of the Earth. This Conſecration of Bread they 
< termed, Bircarh Halechem. After the Conſecration 
ge brake the Bread, and diſtributed to every one 
* that ſate at the Table, a Morſel: This being done, 
then they began to feed upon the other Diſhes 
* that were provided. This Rite of Bleſſing both 
the Cup and the Bread they obſerved in their So- 
* lemn Feſtivals, otherwiſe they conſecrated the Bread, 
„and not the Cup. At the End of their Feaſt they 
* again gave Thanks, which was performed in this 
anner, either by the Maſter of the Houſe him- 
ſelf, or by ſome Gueſt, if there were any of bet- 
ter Note at Table; od wap, Cup of Wine in 
* both his Hands, began thus, Ler is bleſs Him tcho 
* bath fed u with hu own, | and of "whoſe Goodneſs 
te live: Then all the Gueſts anſwered; Bleſſed be 
* He of whoſe Meat we have eaten, and of whoſe Goo 
© eſs we live. This Grace they called, Bircath Hama- 
ron; and this is thought to be the Cup wherewith 
Chriſt after Supper commended the Myſtery of his 
Blood ro his Diſciples. After this, he that began 
the Thankſgiving proceedeth; Bieſſed be He, and 
. © bleſſed be. hu Nume, &c. which Prayer being ended, 
the Gueſts ſaid, Frar the Lord, all he his Holy 
tert Oe eee ee ei 25d e 
Afterwards, he which Vegan the Thankſgiving, 
* bleſſed the Cup in the ſame Form of Words, as he 
uſed at the firſt fitting down, ſaying, Bieſſed be 
* thou, O Lord God, the King of 1he::World,' which 
" © 'createft- the Fruit of the Vine; and therewith he 
\< drank aà little of the Wine, and ſo the Cup paſ- 
„ ſed round the Table. Thus they began, and ended 
their Feaſt, with the Bleſſing of a Cup; this Cup 
they termed, Poculum vprrows, 4 Cup of Thankſ- 
| 8 , Y. $$ "IE Eg I giving. 
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* givu. And; both theſe Cups ate mentioned by 
St. Lake; and which is worth our Obſervation, 
the Words of Conſecration, whereby it was inſti- 
<.ruted, as Part of the Bleſſed Sactament, in the 
New Teftament Were added only to the laſt Cup; 
fbi Cup 4s the "New Teſtament. in my Blood, which 
% bed for you. After all this they. ſung Hymns 


| -<-and-Pſalms, which alſo was pratiſed by our Bleſ- 


'< fed Saviour, Marr. xiv. 26. 6.25761 

Thus I have ſer forth the Matter at large, as re- 
_ - lated by Godwin, who ſays he had it pretty much 
from P. Fagize his Comment on Deut. vili. 10. noted 
out of the Rabbines. The Author foreſeeing a natu- 
ral Objection that might ariſe, goes on thus: 
- < It any (ſays he) ſhall here object, that I ſeem 
to make the bleſſed Sacrament of our Lord's Body 
* and Blood a Fewiſßh Ceremony, I anſwer No; for 
as 2 Kind of iniriatory Purification by Water was 
' © uſed before by the Jews of old, and no Proſelyte 
vas admitted into the Church of the Zeros without 
4 this Purification; yer it was no more a Sacrament 
to them than Circumciſion was to Turks and Sa- 
-*.racens. Thus neither was Breaking the Bread Sa- 
e cramental to the Few; but then it became a Sa- 
-* crament, when Chriſt ſaid of it, This it my Body, 
this Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, QC. 
* Lake xxii. 19. The Jets could not ſay; The Cup 
. < of Beling which we bleſs, is it not the Communion 

of the Blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. X. 16. 22 N th 
Thus I have given Godwir's Argument in its full 
Length 'and Strength, and indeed it is the Marrow of 
- what can be ſaid on that Subject; and .now I ſhall 
- obſerve upon it, That the Paſſover was very ſolemnly 
given to {/rael, and was called, The Lord's Paſſover, you 
- ſhall keep it 4 Feaſt by an Ordinance for ever *, that 
is, ſays the Comment (bound up e 
4: 241 F- W519 1441 27 in s 
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Chriſt's Coming, for then Ceremonies had an End. I am 
entirely of the ſame Opinion, and that Chriſt the 
Fulfiller of all legal Ceremonies, and Subſtance of all 
Shadows, did not intend to eſtabliſh any Part of that 
Paſchal Ceremony in the Chriſtian Church; only his 
Sufferings, Death, and Reſurrection, being ſo great a 
Myſtery even to the Diſciples themſelves, he im- 
roved every Occaſion to explain and inculcate that 
_ Myſtery upon their Ve ry fo Memory, and 
not without Need: For when 'y Magdalen went 
and told them that ſhe had been with Him, as they 
mourned and wept : tis faid, And they, when they bad 


Heard that He was alive, and had been ſeen of ber, believed 


not. Afterward He appeared unto the Eleven as they © 
fate at Meat, and upbraided them with their Unbelief 
and Hardneſs of Heart, becauſe they believed not them 


which had ſeen Him after He was riſen x. And as Wi 


the Evangeliſt Lyke has it, the Words of the Women 
that gave the Apoſtles an Account of his Reſurrection, 
ſeemed to them as idle Tales: So that in that In- 
fancy, notwithſtanding they had ſeen his Miracles, | 
and heard his gracious Words from Time to Time, | 

they were flow of Heart to believe, that He ſhould Wi 
riſe again the third Day, and In, that He 
ſhould aſcend, to fit at the Right- | 
ther, to put an End to all Sacrifices and Priefthood, Wi 
to be an High-Prieſt and Mediator for ever: Upon Wi 


and of his Fa- 


this Conſideration, our Lord, when he brake the Bread Will 


at the Paſſover, ſaid, Thie 7s my Body; that is, this | 
is a Type, a Figure, or Repreſentation of my Body, | 
as Proteſtants interpret it: And when he ſaid, This ff 
Cup is the New "——_— in my. Blood, this Cup is a 


Figure or Type of the New Teſtament in my Blood; If 


as oft as ye eat and drink- hereof, remember my | 


Body that is broken, and my Blood that is ſhed Ni 


for you : The Cup of Ble/fing which "we bleſs, is it | 
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not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt. This, ac- 
cording to the Context, may well be conſtrued in a 
ipiritual Senſe; but admitting it to intend the out- 
ward Cup and Wine, which the Believers were then 
wont to receive, in Commemoration of the Blood of 
Chriſt, what further Streſs can be laid upon it, than 
that ſuch who took it in Commemoration of Chriſt's 

Blood, by ſuch their taking of it in that Belief, it 
was to them 4 Communion. of the Blood of Chriſt, as 
was alſo he Bread lroken a Communion of the Body 
of Chriſt; in that Senſe which the Apoſtle argues it 
in the 18th Verſe, That I/rael after the Fleſh which 
did eat of the Sacrifice, were made Partakers of the 
Altar; that is, are conſenting to, and Partakers of 
that Worſhip and Sacrifice: And thence (as the Apoſtle 

alto ſays) * 8 Jhall eat this Bread, and drink 

"th.s Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 1be 
Body an Blood of Chrift.; and euteth and drinketh 
Damnation 10 himſcif ||. The Amount of theſe Texts 
Is, that they who proteſs to break Bread, and receive 
the Cup, as a religious Act, in Reſpect to Chriſt, and 
in Remembrance of his Body and Blood, are guilty 
of proſaning the Body and B:ood of Chiiſt, and of 
offering Indignity to, him, if they do it irreverently. 
Some Things that are in their own Nature indiffe- 
rent, and of no religious Obligation, were rendred 
quite otherwiſe occaſionally; ſometimes in Reſpect to 
God and ourſelves, and ſometimes in Reſpect to our 
| Neighbour; as for Example, he that for Conſcience- 
Sake towards God ſcruples to eat divers Sorts of 
Meats, though (ſays the Apoſtle) J All Things are 
pure; but it is evil for that Man who eateth with 
Offence. And he that doubteth, is damned if be cat f. 
And in Reſpect to our Neighbours, the ſame Apoſtle 
argues thus, An Ido! is nothing, nor is that which is 
Mered 10 Idols any thing; and therefore: will not in- 
5s A 6 Si. Jure 
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jure a Believer if he eat it: Bur if be ould le 


told, that this was offered in Sacrifice unto Idols, he 


"ought not to eat, for his Sate who" ſhewed 11. 
Suppoſing the Corinthians in their Chriſtian Inſancy 


had Love-Feaſts, wherein they took Occaſion, whe-- 


ther from Chriſt's Example at the Paſſover, or from 
the Apoſtles Rehearfal of that Practice, or both, it 
alters not the Caſe; but if they took the Bread 


and Wine at theſe Love-Feaſts in Regard to Chrift, 


and in Commemoration of his Body and Blood; it 
was to them an heinous Evil, to take it in that 
unequal and diſorderly Manner, as the Apoſtle com- 
plains of, where ſome were full, and ſome hungry, 
c. and therefore placeth high Blame upon it, as 
ginky of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and Eaters and 


 *Prinkers- of their oun Damnation; © as" he has done 


on other Profanations of Acts done as religious Duties, 
though in their own Nature they were moſt appa- 
rently indifferent Things, and call'd by the Apoſtle 
Paul afterward, worldly Elements, and beggarly Rudi- 


* 


ments. a 


Some Proteſtants call Water-Baptiſm, and the Par- 
ticipation of outward Bread and Wine, the two 84- 


craments only neceſſary to Salvation; others call 
them the two great Ordinances of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion: But the Apoſtle Pau / tells the Romans, * That 
rhe Kingdom of God is nor Meat and Drink, but Righ- 

Teouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. That 
Warer, Bread and Wine, are material Elements, liable 
to periſh with the uſing, every Body muſt allow, and 
were much uſed under the Levitical Miniftration, as 
religious Ceremonies and Types ſuitable to that Sea- 
ſon ; but never had any religious Energy in them, as 
flowing from the Eternal Laws of Nature, or from the 


immutable Rules of Morali r. 0 
" 5 There- 
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( 62 ) | 
- Therefore, if there be any Obligation upon Chtiſ- 
tians now to continue them as Ordinances in the 
-Church, they muſt ſhew, that they. were not only 
fitively commanded by Chriſt to be uſed by his Fol- 
owers; but alſo muſt ſhew as plain a Declaration of 
his Will, that they were to continue for ever: For 
neither Example, nor poſitive Command, will be a 
f ſufficient Proof of Inſtitution, eſpecially in any out- 
ward Obſervations and Ceremonies. For the Scriptures 
furniſh us with a Cloud of Witneſſes touching Ex- 
amples and poſitive Commands, not only in the Old 
Teſtament, but alſo in the New, that were only tem- 
porary, pro hac vice, & pro hoc tempore, and then 
ceaſed. 7 4 4 | 
William Stilling fleer, Rector of Sutton in Bedford- 
Hire, afterwards Biſhop of Worceſter, in his Weapon- 
Salve for the Church's Wounds, is very full and ſtrong 
in the Proof thereof; Page the 14th, ſays he, 
* That which I lay down as a Poſiulartum, or a cer- 
* tain Concluſion, according to which I ſhall examine 
* others Aſſertions concerning Divine Right, is, that 
* nothing is founded on a Divine Right, nor can bind 
„ Chriſtians directly or conſequentially as a poſitive 
Law; but what may be certainly known to have 
« come from -God, with an Intention to oblige Be- 
* lievers to the End of the World: For either we 
“ muſt ſay it binds Chriſtians as a Law, when God 
« did not intend ir ſhould; or elſe God's Intentions 


Ito bind all Believers by it muſt be clearly mani» 


* feſted. Now then ſo many Ways, and no more, 
* as a Thing may be known to come from God 
with an Intention to bind all perpetually, a Thing 
* may be ſaid to be of an unalterable Divine Right, 
* — thoſe can be no more than theſe two; either 
7 2 Law of Nature, or by ſome poſitive Law of 
I ſuppoſe no one will ſay, that theſe external Per- 
formances (call'd Sacraments) are Emanations from 
the Law of Nature, which depends not upon ny ar- 
bitrary 


CJ 
bitrary Conſtitutions, bur is founded upon the intrin- 
ſecal Nature of Good and Evil in the Things them- 
ſelves, antecedent to any Declaration of God's Will: 
It follows then, that they who would have theſe Ele- 
mentary Rites become 2 Divine Right of perpetual 
Duration in the Church, muſt produce Chriſt's po- 
ſitive Command for ſuch, their Inſtitution; and alſo, 
that it was his Mind they ſhould. continue for ever; 
for certainly Ceremonial Laws needed no Abrogation 
at all, becauſe they expire in courſe really at the of- 
fering up of Chriſt, and practically, as his ſpiritual 
Diſpenſation advances in the Hearts of Believers; 
even as Laws made for the Time of War ceaſe wien 
Peace comes. Upon which the aforeſaid Author writes 
thus, viz. © That which is moſt to our preſent 
„ Purpoſe to obſerve, is, that Poſitives being mu- 
table and alterable in themſelves, a bare Divine 
© Command is not ſufficient to make them immu- 
“ table, unleſs there be likewiſe expreſſed, that it 
is the Will of God they ſhould always continue; 
4 this was that which the Zews ſtumbled at ſo much, 
„ and do to this Day, becauſe they are afſur'd their 
„Law once came from God, therefore it muſt of 
Neceſſity have a perpetual Obligation”, Ibid. p. 16. 
He proceeds, p. 17. after good Reaſoning to illuſtrate 
his Theſes, to come to this Concluſion : © It appears 
then, that a poſitive Law coming from God doth 
* not meerly by Vertue of its being enacted by God 
* bind perpetually all Perſons, unleſs there be a 


© Declaration of God's Will adjoyn'd, that it ſhould 


do ſo”. And then treating of the Nature and 
obligatory Force of Scripture-Examples. It evi- 
dently appears (ſays he) that all obligatory Force 
« jg taken off from the Examples themſelves, and 


4 reſolvd into one of the two former, vs. the 


moral Nature of the Adtion, or a poſitive Law; 
and therefore thoſe who plead the obligatory Na- 
% ture of Scripture-Example, muſt either produce 
* the moral Nature of theſe Scriprure-Examples, 192 
| . elſe 


. 
L elſe a Rule binding us to follow thoſe Examples, 

eſpecially when theſe Examples are brought to tound 
% new poſitive Law obliging all Chriſtians neceſſa- 
« rily to the End of the World“. '5 297 
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His whole Treatiſe is to ſhew, that neither poſitive 
Commands, nor 8 are petpetually 
obligatory upon Chriſtians, except they be of a moral 
Nature, cr ſo commanded by Chriſt's Authority, as 
that it may be plainly underſtood to be his Mind 
they - ſhould continue in his Church for ever; as a 
Proof of it, he mentions among many orher Obſer- 
vations, the Community of Goods which was at firſt 
uſed by the Church at Zeruſalem, Paul's Cælibate, the 
Apoſtles preaching [from Houſe to Houſe; and then 
expreſſes himſelf thus: © Laying on of Hands for 
* conferring the Giſts of the Holy Ghoſt, can never 
„ certainly bind where the Reaſon of it is'ceaſed, but 
may ſtill continue as a Rite of Solemn Prayer, 
„and not by Vertue of that Practice; obſerving the 
Apoſtolical Decrees of abſtaining from Blood, and 
Things ſtrangled, and Things offer'd ro Idols, did 
„hold as long as the Ground of making them did, 
* which was Condeſcenſion to Fews, although it 
„ muſt be withal acknowledged, that the primitive 
« Chriſtians of the ſecond and third Centuries did 
generally obſerve them, and the Greek Church to 
this Day; and ſome Men of Note and Learning 
* have pleaded for the neceſſary Obſervation of them 
« ftill : Therefore, before an acknowledg'd Apoſtolick 
Practice be look'd on as obligatory, it muſt be 
© < made appear, that what they did, was not accord- 
« ing as they ſaw Reaſon and Cauſe for the doing 
4 of it, depending upon' the ſeveral Circumſtances of 

Time, Place, and Perſons ;' but that they did from 
„ ſome unalterable Law of Chriſt, or from ſome ſuch 
« indiſpenſable Reaſons, as will equally hold in all 
« Times, Places, and Perſons ”. Ibid. Pag. 343, 344. 

Now the preſent Subject (viz. that call'd the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper) not being of a moral 
Nature, 
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Nature, but Part of the Ceremony uſed among the 
Fews at their Celebration of the Paſſover, as ſhew'd 
before out of Godwin's Moſes and Aaron; they that 
would have it perpetuated as a Chriſtian Ordinance, 
muſt neceſſarily prove a poſitive Command for it, 
and that it was the Mind of the Lawgiver. that it 
| ſhould be of perpetual Duration: We have no Way 
to find any Thing fo certainly to be depended on in 
this Controverlſy, as the Teſtimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tutes, upon Examination whereot I find, the Evange- 

lifts Matthew and Mark mention our Saviours Eating 

the Paſſover with his Diſciples in as full and ample 
Manner as Luke has it: Luke indeed has it in the pre- 
ſent Tenſe, This do in Remembrance of me, after the 
breaking of the Bread. But Matthew and Mark add 
not thoſe Words, though Mazthew was an Eye and 
_ Ear-Witneſs, but ſo was not Lyke. The Apoſtle Paul 
relates this Fact, as did Luke, reſpecting thoſe Words, 
after the breaking the Bread, but with this Addition 
after the Cup, This do ye, as off as ye drink it, in 
Remembrance of me. Here we ſee, This do in Remem- 
brance of me, and This do, as oft as ye do it, in Re- 
membrance of me: As oft as the Believers got toge- 
ther to participate of their Fealts of Love, they 
were to remember the Lord's Body at the Breaking 
of their Bread, and his Blood at the drinking of their 
Wine. And fince the Corinthian Church (bur no other 
as far as appears by Scripture-Account) had praftiſed 
ſomething of that Kind, though in a very diſorderly 
Manner, the Apoſtle lays the Matter of Fatt rightly 
before them; and fince they pretended to do it as 
a religious Ac from Chriſt, and to his Remembrance, 
they ſhould do it reverently; not eat and drink un- 
worthily, for in ſo doing they eat and drank Dam- 
nation to themſelves, nor diſcerning the Lord's Body, 
the Myſtery of it, nor the Reverence due to it: But 
as I have ſet forth before on this Head, this Earneſt- 
neſs and Severity of Expreſſion is appropriated to in- 
different Things (ſuch as CY of Days, or Eat- 
| | „ r ing 
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ing common Meats) when done amiſs under @ reli- 
gious Pretence ; ſo that the Reproof did not ariſe fo 
much from the Sacredneſs of the Matter, as from the 
Irregularity and Profaneneſs of the Manner. After 
the Apoſtle had declar'd to them Matter of Fact, he 
adds upon it theſe Words, vis. For as aften as ye © 
eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye ſhew forth the 
Lord's Death until be come. What Coming of his is 
here meant is the Queftion, the literal Chriſtians will 
underſtand by it no other Coming than Chriſt's 
Coming to Judgment at the laſt Day; but they that 
have learn'd Chriſt according to the Spirit, do know 
that there was, and is to be a Coming of Chrilt in 
Spirit, as a Comforter that was to bring all Things to 
their Remembrance, John xiv. 26. . | 
And though, perhaps, it may be anſwer'd, that this 
Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, mention'd there by 
our Saviour, was come upon the Corinthians as well as 
upon other Chriſtians, 5 
Let let it be conſider d, that notwithſtanding there 
was, and is a general Effuſion of the Holy Spirit pon 
all Fleſh, Sons and Daughters, Servants and Hand- 
maids, (according to the Prophet Joel) upon the A- 
poſtles, Cc. met at Feruſalem to wait for it in a 
moſt eminent Manner; and upon Chriſtians in future 
Ages in Proportion to the Occaſions of thoſe ſeveral 
Ages, and according efpecially to the open and im- 
partial Diſpoſition People ſtood in for the Reception 
of it: Many Obſtacles there have been, and ſtill are, 
to hinder the Coming and Reign of God's Spirit in 
Men's Hearts, ſuch as, worldly Honours and Preſer- 
ments, and particularly, their Dependance upon out- 
ward Signs, Ceremonies, and Shells, and thence their 
great Neglect of the inward Work, Enlightenings, and 
Yiſcoveries of the Spirit of Truth, that Chriſt ſaid, 
His Father would ſend in his Name, and ſhould teach 
Be- 
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Believers all Things, and bring all Things to their Re- 
membrance. This appears to be the Cale of the Co- 
rinthians, to whom the Apoſtle writes thus: * And 
I, Brethren, could not ſpeak unto you as unto ſfirt- 
tual, but as unto carnal, as unto Babes in Chrit;, I 
have fed you with Milk, and not with Mear, for his. 
therto ye were not able 10 bear it, neither yer now are 
ye able, It was not only the Caſe of the Corinthian 
Church, but it was the Time of Infancy unto them 
all; though ſome might grow faſter in the Image 
of the Heavenly Man than others, yet I obſerve, it 
was a Time of Weakneſs and Minority with ſeverat 
Churches; Jo that e could not look ſtedfaſtly to 
zhe End of that which was aboliſhed. And indeed, I 
ſee not how it ſhould be otherwiſe, when J conſi- 
der how long the Fewi/h Converts and their Fathers 
had been under the Pedagogy of the Law, and many 
alſo brought up in Gentile Fictions and their nume- 
Tous Ceremonies ; for there are Degrees of Growth 
in the ſpiritual Man's State, as well as in the natu- 
ral; therefore the Apoſtle Peter mans x of the Milk 
of the Word, that Behevers might grow thereby. Again, 


+ That they might grow in Grace, and in the Knows 


ledge of our Lord. And the Apoſtle Paul to the E 
pheſians declares, „ That the Gifts of Chriſt to ſome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Paſtours, and Teachers, &c. were” 
for e perfeing of the Saints, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, until we all come to a Fay fon Man's 
State, that we hence forth be no more Children toſſed 
zo and fro. The Scripture abounds with Teſtimonies 
to this Purport, and therefore no Wonder, that in ſo 
great a Change as from FZudajſm and Gentiliſin to 
Chriſtianity the firſt Believers ſhould adhere: to. the 
ourward Things, ſo as to occaſion. the Apoſtle to 
blame and reprove divers Churches on that Account: 
| "HS 6. 1047: = LO 
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Therefore, (ſays he) * O fooliſh Galatians, who hath 
© bemitched you, that you ſhould not ohey the Truth? Are 
ye ſo fooliſh having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
nnade pe, fett by the Fleſh. For they were very pro- 
penſe to go back into legal Obſervations and Perfor- 
© marces, therefore, fays he, || Now after that ye have 
" Known God, or rather, are known of him, how turn ye 
again to weak and beggarly Elements, whereuno ye 
defire again to be in Bondage For they were got 
into the Obſervation of Days and Times, and divers 
other legal and Gentile Cuſtoms; and therefore in 
the 19th Verſe he expreſſes himfelf thus: My tte 
Children, of whom I travail in Birth again until Mriſt 
be formed in you. Until his Spiritual Life and Di- 
vine Nature be formed in you, until his Goſpel, 
inward, ſubſtantial Diſpenfarion prevails in your 
Hearts and Underſtandings, and gains the Aſcendency 
over your Affections and Luſts; and alſo over your 
Inclinations to be intangled with legal Yoaks of Bon- 
dage: And therefore notwithſtanding the Apoftle Paul 
 himfelf had indulged ſome in the Uſe of outward 
Circumciſion, he ſaw what ill Uſe might be made of it, 
' for that many began openly to contend for Circumcifi- 
on, and Peter himſelf compelled the Gentiles to live at 
did the Fews ; therefore he found himſelf concern'd 
to come to this open and bold Declaration; Behold, 
I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothing. The ſame Kind of Weaknefs 
reign'd in the Hebrew Church, ſo that the Author 
to the Hebrews treating of Chriſt's Prieſthood, of 
whom, ſays he, We have many Things to ſay, and 
hard to be uttered, ſeeing ye are dull of Hearing; 
for when for the Time ye ought to be Teachers, ye 
have Need that one teach you again which be the firſt 
Principles of the Oracles of God, and are become ſuch 
as habe Need of Milk, and not of ſtrong Meat. This 
3 --- then 
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then being the Condirion of the Believers in their 
Infant-State, the Apoſtle, who like a wiſe Maſter- 
Builder laid his Foundation; was made all Things 
10 all Men, that he might by all Means ſave ſome *. 
To the Fews he became as a 7ew, to the weak be- 

came he weak, Cc. 3 
Thus the Corinthians being in the Uſe of Love- 
Feaſts, and there of breaking Bread in Commemc- 
ration of Chriſt's Body, but falling into great Diſ- 
orders in it, the Apoſtle tells them Matter of Fact as 
to the Manner of Chriſts performing that Part at 
the Paſſover, and their great Evil in profaning what 
they did in the Name, and on the Account of. their 
Lord and Saviour Chrift Jeſus; and then as DoQtrine 
from the Fact he had related he tells them, As of- 
ten as they eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, they 
ſhewed forth the Lord's Death till he come; like as 
the Apoſtle Ferer writes to the Believers in general, 
Il We have alſo 4 more ſure Word of Prophecy, where 
unto ye do well that ye take Heed as unto a Light 
that ſhineth in à dark Place, until the Day dawn, and 
the Day-Star ariſe in your Hearts: So that it is 
manifeſt there is a Child's State, a young Man's alſo, 
and an dder's State, both in the particular Member's 
Advances in the Things of God, and alſo in the 

Church. 85 . | | | 
But it is worthy of an impartial Enquiry, why 
ſo many Believers in Chriſt ſhould {till lye behind in 
ſo many weak and beggarly Rudiments of the Law-as 
they now do. I think it may be ſaid, as it was of 
old ; The Prophets, the Teachers, and Leaders of the 
Peeple have cauſed them to erre. Natural, unregene- 
rate Men, whoſe Views are Gain, Dominion, and 
worldly Preferments, have intruded into the Miniſte- 
rial Office, being ignorant of the ſpiritual Birth, and 
conſequently know little of ſpiritual and inward En- 
| | E 3 Jjoyments, 
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Joyments, * of that Participation of the Divine Nature, 
which St. Perer ſpeaks of, or of tholſc || Tyfles of the - 
Heavenly Gift of the Word of God, and of the Prwers 
of the World to come, which the Author to the He- 
brews writes of, but are doting about outward Things, 
about Pueſtions and Strife, to puzzle the World, and 
to fo Applauſe, Admiration and Money, __ 
Thus have they miſchievoully diſturbed the pub- 
lick Peace, deſtroyed Humanity itſelf, as well as all 
Charity, about this Sacrament (as they call it) while 
one Sort of wicked bloody Prieſts will have the Bread 
and Wine after their miraculous Bleſſing to become 
the real Body and Blood of Chrift. 
Another Sort will have the real Body and Blood 
to be conſubſtantiare with the Bread and Wine, after 
their Bleſing. p | 6%, a 
Another Sort will not have it in the Way of the 
two former, neither tranſubſtantiated nor conſubſtan- 
tiated; but yet his Body and Blood to be really par- 
taken of under the Species of Bread and Wine. 
Some will have the Bread and Wine to be the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, as ſoon as the Bleſſing is 
ronounc'd, whether they be receivd or n& at that 
1 88 but be reſerv'd and kept in Boxes, or Pixes, 
and orher Veſſels of the Church, for Days, Weeks, 
Months, to be carty'd ſolemnly to thoſe that are ſick, 
and to be applyd to other Uſes, according to 
Bellarmine, &c. But others do not hold them to be 
a Sacrament, except they be at the ſame JunQure 
eaten and drunk, urging from St. Matthew, Take, ear, 
and then follow theſe Words, This is my Body : So 
that the taking in order to ear, as well as the Bleſ- 
fing went before it became a Sacrament; in Vindica- 
tion whereof Dr. Millet is large, in his Synopſis Papiſ- 
mi, Pag. 621, 622. | 
2 I ſhall 
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I TT ſhall not undertake to give a perfe& Account of 
the many Senſes Proſeſſors of Chriſt take it in, nor 
yet of their many different Modes of taking it. 
Some will have only the Bread to belong to the 
People, not the Wine; others will have both taken 
F ONE Sod HTS ne 
Some will have it at Dinner-Time, others at Supper- 
Time; ſome kneeling, and ſome fitting. 3 
Some of leavened Bread, and ſome of unleavened; 
but what is worſt of all, many Thouſands worſhip 
this Bread, or Conſecrated Wafer, and bow dawn. 
to it. So that it hath occaſion'd Idolatry, Murder, and 
_ unheard of Violence and Cruelty, to the great Scan- 
dal and Reproach of the Chriftian Name. 
And yet, O lamentable, they know little of 0 
Bread of God, the Bread of Life, whereof be i bat 
eateth fhall live for ever; of that Fleſh. which is 
Meat indeed, and of that Blood which is Drink in- 
deed : Which being high and hard Sayings, his Dif- 
ciples, ſays the Text, murmured ar it; fo that dur 
Saviour explains himſelf thus, * Ir 7s the Spirit 
that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing; the 
Words that I ſpeak' unto you they are Spirit, and 
they arb Life. As much as if he had ſaid, my _hu- 
man Fleſh would profit you nothing, it you: could, 
or did eat it; it is the Spirit that quickeneth, + 
the Words that I ſhall ſpeak in the Hearts of my 
Believers, they are Spirit and Life; they adminiſter 
a vivacious quickening Quality to the Souls that in: 
wardly partake of it: Of this ſpiritual Meat did the 
Fathers eat long before Chr.it's Appearance in the 
Fleſh, and long before this pretended Commiſſion, 
which carnal ſelfiſh Men make ſuch a Trade of. For 
the Apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of the Fathers in the Time 
of Moſes, ſays, J And they did all eat of the ſame © 
ſpiritual Meat, and did 7 drink of the ſame HT. 
3 tua 
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tual Drink, for they drank of that. ſpiritual Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was Chrit. Of 
this ſpiritual Meat and Drink do the Sduls of the 
Faithful now alſo inwardly partake. For Chrift ſtand- 
eth at the Door of the Heart, and Rnocks , if any 


\Man bear his Voice, and open the Door, he will come 


with me ®, © | | 
This is that Sort of Communion that Chriſt is 


in, and, faith Chriſt, I wil ſup with him, and be 


thought to intend, when he ſaid after the Cup, I 


will not drink henceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, 


until I drink it new with you in my Father's King- 


dom; that is, he ſhould drink no more of this Wine, 
which is the Fruit of the Vine, with chem before his 
Paffion 3 but when he was aſcended into his Father's 
Kingdom, he ſhould there drink it new with them in 
a ſpiritual Manner: For tho? Heaven be his Throne, 
and the Earth his Footſtool, yer he looketh to him 
that is of an humble Heart: The Believers are ſaid to 
be the Temple of God, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Behold, the King- 
dom of God is within you, ſays our. Lord himſelf, 
Luke xvii. 21. The Wine likewiſe of the Kingdom 
is within, and ſpiritual, as the Prophet 1/ajab ſpeak- 
ing of the Gifts and Graces of Chrift to his Church, 


has it; Come je buy and eat, yea, come buy Wine 


and Milk withour Money and without Price, Iſaiah 


V. 1. | | . 8 
- Here I ſhall obſerve one more of the Paſchal Ce- 
remonies out of Godwin's Moſes and Aaron, which 


was alſo practiſed by our Saviour at the ſame Time 


when he brake Bread, Cc. 
The Serond Ceremony Preparatory was, ſays he, 


.< waſhing their Feet; this Office was commonly per- 


«* form'd by Servants, and the meaneſt of the Family, 
« as appeareth by our Saviour Chriſt, who to leave 


an Example of Humility behind him, waſh'd his 


« Diſ- 
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« Diſciples Feet, Fobn. Xii. 3. For this Pur poſe had 
e they bertain Veſſels in Readineſs; that which our 
« Saviour uſed, we tranſlate — Baſon, 1 xiii. 5. 
«< the Word „hy there uſed, ſignifieth in genefal, a 
& 228 1ſh-por, 2 Is —_ Gy or that which in trick 
ropriety of Speec e Orecians term a 
« 485 zb pot for be Kals Thus Godin, Pag 
Our 3 515 27 that he might fulfill and fnih = 
al Righteouſneſs alſo, Riſeth from Supper, and laid 
Fg 45 3 and 2 * Towel! girded _ 
elf: After that, he poureth Water into a Baſon, an 
12 10. waſh the Diſciples Feet, and to wipe them 
with the Towel where with he was girded *. Then 
coming to Simon Peter, Peter ſaith unto him, Thou 
| ſhalt never waſh my Feet: Suppoſing it to be. too 
mean an Office — his Lord. fa anſwered bin,. 
FI waſh thee not, thou haſt no Part with me. Then 
ſaith Peter, Lord, Not my Feet only, but my Hands, 
and my Head ||. 'One would think here is as plain-an 
Example, and as ſolemn Appearance of Danger, in 
Caſe of Negledt or Refuſal, as any that can be pro- 
duced, viz. to have no Part in Chriſt; and then the 
Text proceeds thus: So after he had waſhed their 
Feet, and taken bis Garments, and was ſate down 
again, be { aid unto them, Know ye what I have done 
call me Maſler, and Lord; and ye fay © 
well, for ſo Tam: If I gs your Lord and Maſter "4 
have waſhed your Feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one an® |} 
others Feet; for I have given you an Example, ad 
ye ſhould do as I have done unto you. 7 
Here is an indiſputable Example, and as plain a 
Declaration of our Lord's Mind to follow it, and 
that there might be full Weight and Meaſure in his 
Recommendation to imitate this his Practice; he adds 
Ver. 17. 1 know 1200 Things , ure ye ff * 
do I hen. ; "0 
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Why ſhould theſe literal Men legalize in other Ex- 
amples, and not go through Stitch with their Work, 
and ſo take in Anointing with Oyl, which was alſo 
2 Preparatory Ceremony before the Paſſover, accord- 
ing to Godwin, © A Woman in the City brought an 
<- Alabaſter Box of Ointment,; and began to waſh his 
Feet with Tears, and did wipe them with the Hairs 
* of her Head, and kiſſed his Feet, and anointed 
* them with the Ointment, 7, 37, 38. P/al. xxiil. 5. 
Thou anointeſt mine Head with Oy!”. Thus far he, 
I ſuppoſe he brings this Story of the Woman anoint- 
ing Jeſus's Feet to ſhew that Anoniing. with Oy! was 
then in Uſe; and that probably it might be done at 
the Paſſover alſo, though this Act ſeems to have been 
done at another Time. Anointing with Oyl was alſo 
an Apoſtolick Practice, according to Janes v. 14. Is 
any one ſict among you, let him call for the Elders of 
the Church, and let then pray ober bim. anointing 
bim with Oyl in the Name of the Lord. The Papi fte, 
I think, keep up this Cuſtom, and make a great Trade 
of the Ceremony, which they call Extream Unction, 
though the Power of healing the Sick attends it not, | 
therefore Proteſtants have wiſely laid aſide the Cere- 
mony as uſeleſs; as it were to be wiſh'd they had 
done all other typical and legal Rites : For, as ſaid 
Eyaſmus to the Sorboniſts, * © External Ceremonies 
* xeach us backward, and bring ws back from Chriſt 
eo Moſes”. And therefore 1 obſerve, that as the 
Chriſtian Primitive Churches grew in Age and Strength, 
they were drawn by all the Apoſtles in their general 
Epiſtles forward, towards that ſpiritual and eſſential 
Religion and Worſhip which Chriſt told the Woman 
of Samaria was then begun, and was to increaſe, not 
according to the pompous or ceremonial Worſhip at - 
Samaria, or at Feruſalem, not according to their Ordi- 
nances of Divine Service in their worldly rA 
. eb. ix. I. 
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Heb. ix. 1. but the true Worſhippers ſhould worlhip 


God in Spirit and in Truth; For the Father ſeeket 
ſuch to worſhip him, John iv. 23. And it is worthy 
of Notice, that the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles to the 


| Believers leave no Charge, nor yet lay any kind of 
| Streſs upon external Rites or Ceremonies of any 


Sort, neither upon Water-Purification or Baptiſm, 
upon Bread or Wine, or Oyl, Services; but are preſſing 
forward towards inward and ſpiritual Attainments, 


towards Circumciſion made without Hands, towards 


a a being bury'd with Chriſt in his Baptiſm, and a Re- 
ſurrection in Newneſs of Life; towards that heavenly 
Bread, and Wine which he ſpiritually communicates 
to the Souls of the Faithful, and towards that Water of 
Life, which he promiſed ſhould be in the Believers 4 4 
Well of lwing Water Reuge ne up into Eternal Life. So 
I ſhall conclude this Head, in the Words of the Apoſtle 


Paul to the Coloſſians, * Beware leſt any Man Jpoit 
ra- 


Jou through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the 1 
dition of Men, after the Rudiments of this World, and 
not after Chriſt. | Wherefore if ye be dead with Chriſt 


from the Rudiments of the World, why, as though liv- 
ing in the World, are ye ſubject to Ordinances, (Touch. | 


not, taſte not, handle not, which all are to periſh with 


the uſing) after tbe Commandments and Doftrines of | 
Men; which Things indeed have a Shew of Wiſdom in 


Will-Worſhip and Humility, and negledting of the Body, 
not in any Honour to the "[atisfying of the Fleſh. The 


whole Chapter is worthy of particular Notice: The 


Apoſtle having finiſh'd the ſecond Chapter, as above, 


begins the third thus; If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, 


Seek thoſe Things which are above. — Set your Aﬀec- 
tions on Things which are above, not on Things on the 


Earth; for ye are dead, and your Life is hid with © 
Chrift in God. And ſo he goes on with weighty Ex- 


hortations to the Work of Mortification of the Deeds 


of 
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of the Fleſh; and ſo having put off the old Man with 

his Deeds, preſſes a putting on the new Man, which is 
renewed in Knowledge after the Image of him that cre- 
ated him. Thus the Holy Apoſtles with one Conſent 
are for drawing the Believers out bf external Shadows, 
out of worldly Rudiments, out of the Oldneſs of the 


| Letter into the Newneſs of the Spirit, into the re- 


newed Knowledge of the new Man Chriſt Jeſus: To 
whom be Glory and Honour, for evermore. 
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be ConcL USION, 


(A S to the latter Part of the Doctor's Performance, 
it is ſuch mean * Tittle Tattle, as one 
would not have expected from a Doctor of Divinity; 
ſuch as the Story of a Gentleman telling his Father 
of a Popiſb Prieſt preaching at a Meetixg- Hou ſe, which 
he ſpends two Pages upon; though the whole in all 
Probability is as fictitious as it is weak: But I have 
taken Notice of it at the Beginning hereof, and there- 
fore need ſay no more here. 
Another ſuch Kind of Story he tells of the Sect of 
Anabaptiſts in Saxony, which ſprang up about the 
Time of the Reformation, which he ſays he has from 
Hooker ; he beſtows near four Pages to deſcribe them, 
in order to ſhew the 2zakrrs whence they were ex- 
trated; there are many good Chriſtian Marks to be ſeen 
in that Picture, notwithſtanding the invidious and par- 
tial Strokes of the malicious Painter: But it being no 
Part of my Buſineſs to juſtify or condemn thoſe People, 
I ſhall leave it to them it more nearly concerns. 
Then he finiſhes, by anſwering a pretended Queſtion 
that was never ask d by the Author of the Plea, as he 
miſcalls it, via. Where was your Religion before the 
Reformation? In order, I ſuppoſe, to inſinuate his 
. own filly Queſtion, viz. Where was your Retigion be- 
fore Fox and Nailor? However; he has COPEL 
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Anſwer from Some · body to that Popiſh Queſtion, Where 
was your Religion before the Reformation, vis. © 1, 
Corinth, (ſays he) to which St. Paul directed two 
of his Epiſtles, there happen'd a great and fierce 
„Fire, which raged moſt in a Street where there 
« were Goldſmiths, Silverſmiths, Copperſmiths and 


© Brafiers, t.“ He proceeds to ſet forth, that all 
_ theſe Metals were melted down to one Lump, and ſo 


carry'd to Rome; afterwards ſome Refiners underrook 
to melt down this great Lump of mixt Metals, and 


extract from it the pure Gold. © In like Manner, 


„ (ſays he) if you ask us, Where was your Religion 


« before the Reformation? the Anſwer is much the 
« ſame. Twas fundamentally and originally contain'd - 
“ in the Word of God, and was viſibly in the Practice 
4 of the Primitive Chriſtians ; afterwards twas con- 


„ taind in the huge Maſs of the Fopiſh Religign, 


mid with many Corruptions and Errors, and Hea- 
i theniſh Superſtirions that became incorporated with 
4 it: But our Reformers ſeparated Truth from Error, 


* they freed Religion from thoſe corrupt Opinions 


that *rwas allay'd aud mix'd with, and reduc it 


to its primitive Purity, as appears by the Touchs 
« ſtone of Scripture”. _ 3 

I allow it to be à good fort of an Anſwer to that 
common childiſh Queſtion; and I ſhall add a little 


further to it thus; That the Reformers for their Time 
did noble Things, conſidering the Darkneſs of that 


Seaſon, and the hereditary Ignorance and Prejudices 
of the People; and ſo far as they went in refining they 


did well: But as State-Preferments, Seli-Eaſe, - and 


filthy Lucre led the Church of Rome into that Groſfneſs 
of Darkneſs and Heatheniſh Superſtition wherein the 


Papiſts wallow; ſo the ſame pernicious Caufes in na- 
tional Prieſthoods have prevented the Reformarion from 
melting on until they came to the pure Gold; ſo 


that God Almighty and Allwiſe has RN that 
Work for-a es, that have and fhall really take 
up the Croſs of Chriſt againſt worldly Pomp and Pre- 


4 2 


ferment, 


4 (78) 
ſerment, as well as againſt Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
which are, and ever were grand Enemies of pure Ne- 
ligion, and of effectual Reformation. Gol hath choſen 
the fooliſh Things of the World to confouni the Wiſe, 
and the weak Things of the World hath: he. choſen to 
confound the Things which are mighty, and baſe Things 
f the World, and Things which are deſpiſed hath God 
choſen ; 19177 and Things which are not, to bring to 
noug ht Things that are And the Reaſon: the Apoſtle 
gives for it is excellent, viz. That no Fleſh might glory 
In his Preſence. | | 


And fince the Doctor ends his with Quotations and 
fictitious Stories, brought in remote from his Points, 
on Putpoſe to revile and abuſe the 2akers; I will 
conclude mine with a ſerious Quotation our of Gro- 
tius that very Eminent Proteſtant Author, in his 6th 
Book of The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 169, 
170, vis. 1725 | 
3 78 The 6th Book, which is oppoſed to Mahumerans, 


4 inſtead of a Preface, deduces the Judgment of God 


* againſt Chriſtians, unto the very Beginning and Riſe 
4 . „ ſhewing, how that fincere 
and ſimple Piety (which flouriſh'd among Chriſtians, 
even when they were moſt grievouſly vexed and op- 
4 preſſed) began by little and little to wax cold; 
= Eon the Time that by the Favour of Conſtantine, 
and the following Emperors, that Profeſſion was be- 
come not only ſafe, but alſo honourable; the World 
being as it were thruſt into the Church,  _ 
 * For, firſt of all, Chriſtian Princes would needs 
"© continue fighting, and make ne End of their Wars, 
even then when they might have enjoy'd Peace and 


. 
4 
7 4 
* 
” 
„ 


„ Quietneſs. | 


Among the Biſhops alſo there were moſt ſharp | 


Contentions about the chiefeſt Sees: And as at 


the Beginning, the greateſt Miſchiefs enſu'd upon 
the preferring: the Tree of Knowledge before the 
Tree of Life; even ſo then alſo was curious Learn- 
6 TE NM \ e 


„ that, after the Example of thoſe who built the 


„Tower of Babel, a raſh Affectation of Things out 
* of their Reach, bred Jarring and Confufion in their 


„Language, together with Diſcord one with another; 
** which the common People obſerving, and not know- 
s ing oft-times which Way to turn themſelves, they 
„ threw the Blame upon the Holy Scriptures z and 


® „began to avoid them as hurtful and dangerous. 
„Religion alſo began every-where to be placed not 


*in Purity of Mind, but (as if Zzudaifm was brought 


4 id”? 0 4 
8 "hs" 
* 
. 
= 


„ ing more regarded than a godly Liſe, and Religion 
turm d into an Art: The Conſequence of which was, 


' 


* back into the World) in Rites and Ceremonies, and 


in ſuch Things as contain rather an Exerciſe of the 


Body than any Amendment of the Mind; and in an 


* eager Zeal for that Party and Side, which they had 
once choſen, rill at length it came to paſs, that 
there were every where many Chriſtians in Name, 
om imkDe | 
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